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PAGE 4 Danger! Urbex photos 
may be cool, but they 
come with a risk.
Faculty and students assemble 
coalition at Save Columbia forum
STUDENTS CAN EXPECT larger bills after a 2 
percent undergraduate tuition increase and 
an average 2.8 percent increase in on-cam-
pus housing costs were announced Oct. 31 
during an annual presentation by President 
and CEO Kwang-Wu Kim and other admin-
istrative leaders at a Student Government 
Association meeting.
This year’s uptick, less than last year’s 
4 percent increase, is consistent with 
annual tuition increases dating back prior 
to 2010. The $510 added to Columbia’s cur-
rent $25,580 tuition will bring the annual 
tuition to $26,090 starting fall 2018. 
Fees for registration, student health, tech-
nology and student instruction will remain 
the same, while student activity fees will be 
decided by SGA in the spring, and U-Pass 
fees will be decided by the Chicago Transit 
Authority, according to an Oct. 31 college-
wide email from Kim. 
When deciding on the fall 2018 tuition— 
which was agreed upon at a Sept. 26 Board 
of Trustees meeting—Kim said the Board 
wanted the increase to align with national 
inflation rates, which were 2 percent for 
the first half of 2017, according to National 
Labor Board statistics. 
 Kim said he was told during conver-
sations with Board of Trustees members 
that, from a financial perspective, the 
» CONNOR CARYNSKI  
CAMPUS EDITOR
increase should have been higher because 
of the recent enrollment decline, but the 
Board settled on 2 percent to give students 
financial relief. 
 “It was intended as a gesture,” Kim said. 
“I realize that it is still going up, but I think 
the Board felt like we’ve been raising the 
tuition 4 percent now a couple years in a row, 
[so] let’s slow it down this year. It was less a 
financial conversation than the board trying 
to think about a small way it could make it 
a little bit better than it might have [been].” 
 At the meeting, Kim said regardless of 
rising tuition over the years, Columbia is by 
far one of the least expensive private four-
year nonprofit colleges with a focus on the 
creative arts. Kim also spoke about how 
much of Columbia’s budget goes to help-
ing students offset tuition costs through 
financial aid. 
Of the college’s $187.7 million budget, 
released Oct. 31, $34.4 million is dedicated 
to scholarships, according to the college’s 
2018 Fiscal Year budget. 
“That is above and beyond the aid students 
are able to get through Pell grants, MAP 
grants and other subsidized loans,” Kim 
said, referring to scholarship spending. 
After the presentation, administrative 
members, including Kim, Chief of Staff 
Laurent Pernot and Vice President of 
Student Affairs Sharon Wilson-Taylor, 
fielded questions from SGA members 
regarding the tuition increase.
‘Let’s slow it  
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Tuition raises, but not as
much as it could have
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To no one’s surprise, Columbia tui-tion has increased again, and it’s getting really hard to make such a 
repetitive story both editorially and visu-
ally unique and—wait, I’m getting déjà 
vu. Didn’t I just write something almost 
exactly like this a couple weeks ago?
Huh, I guess the constant cycle of 
dropping enrollment and raising tuition 
is really getting to me. These collegewide 
announcements are getting so common 
that one could make some serious money 
by creating a pool to guess when they’ll 
come in and what type of blow they’ll 
land on the student body.
This year’s hit isn’t actually as bad 
as it could have been, and it should be 
acknowledged that Columbia didn’t 
deliver a knock-out. As reported on the 
Front Page, tuition for 2018–2019 was 
announced Oct. 31—a timely date to 
announce a scary number. President and 
CEO Kwang-Wu Kim announced the 
$510 increase in a collegewide email and 
at a Student Government Association 
meeting on the same day—a meeting that 
was not attended by any students outside 
of SGA.
The 2 percent raise is the lowest one 
we’ve seen in a while, and though most of 
the required fees did not change—the stu-
dent resource fee and U-Pass fee are yet to 
be set—residential students will also see 
an increase in their billing statement with 
a 2.8 percent increase in housing costs, as 
reported on the Front Page.
The new tuition is up to $26,090 for 
the full academic year, and total costs are 
even higher considering the additional 
required fees and instructional resource 
fees that accompany a good number of 
courses. And if you’re one of those stu-
dents who lives on campus, you can forget 
about eating out for a while.
Though the raise was minimal—at least 
compared to previous years—it still hurts 
the wallet, and my question is: Were other 
measures considered to bridge the reve-
nue gap created by the enrollment drop, or 
are the college administrators and Board 
of Trustees so used to falling back on tui-
tion increases that it is now the go to?
A few options to increasing revenue, 
besides raising tuition for all students, 
that I consider viable are as follows.
Freeze tuition.
Not an uncommon practice for colleges, 
freezing tuition promises that students 
will pay the same amount their senior 
year as they did their freshman year, 
regardless of if tuition raises. This may 
make Columbia more expensive for 
incoming classes, but it would cause 
fewer continuing students to be forced 
out by too many dollar signs.
Raise more money through fund-
raising and donations.
For Fiscal Year 2018, the budget released 
Oct. 31 projects a revenue of $1.2 million 
in gifts, contracts and other income. This 
number is the same as FY17, $200,000 
less than for FY16, and a whopping $6.5 
million less than in FY15, as reported 
Nov. 7, 2016, by The Chronicle.
Spend less on the student center.
Or just hold it all together. The upcoming 
and highly publicized student center 
comes with a $50 million pricetag. And 
while that won’t come from tuition dol-
lars, it is still $50 million that could be 
used for more essential measures, such 
as faculty salaries or instructional costs 
instead of raising tuition to keep the 
school running.
Stop hiring vice presidents of liter-
ally everything.
Multiple administrative positions were 
created in the 2016–2017 academic year, 
and many former vice presidents and 
deans were replaced between fall 
2016 and fall 2017—many by external 
hires. These positions have ridicu-
lously high salaries, and bringing in 
a person from outside the college to 
fill them means having to incentivize 
the job by offering plenty of money—
sometimes even more than the previ-
ous job-holder made.
» ZOË EITEL 
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Some alternatives to raising 
tuition each and every year
Letters can be emailed to 
Chronicle@colum.edu or mailed to: 
The Columbia Chronicle 
600 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, IL. 60605
The Chronicle is a student-pro-
duced publication of Columbia 
College Chicago and does not 
necessarily represent, in whole or 
in part, the views of college admin-
istrators, faculty or students. 
All text, photos and graphics are 
the property of The Chronicle  and 
may not be reproduced or pub-
lished without written permission.
Editorials are the opinions of the 
Editorial Board of The Chronicle. 
Columns are the opinions of 
the author(s). 
Views expressed in this publi-
cation are those of the writer 
and are not the opinions of The 
Chronicle, Columbia’s Journal-
ism Department or Columbia 
College Chicago.
Letters to the editor must include 
full name, year, major and phone 
number. All letters are edited for 
grammar and may be cut due to 
a limit of space.
The Chronicle holds the right to 
limit any one person’s submissions 
to three per semester.
Main line: (312) 369-8999
Advertising: (312) 369-8984
Campus: (312) 369-8965
Metro: (312) 369-8982
Arts & Culture: (312) 369-8967
Opinions: (312) 369-8968
Copy: (312) 369-8976
Photo: (312) 369-8972
Permission/Reproductions: (312) 369-8955
General Manager: (312) 369-8955
Faculty Adviser: (312) 369-8910
2   THE CHRONICLE   NOVEMBER 6, 2017
editor’s note
ze
it
el
@
co
lu
m
bi
ac
hr
on
ic
le
.c
om
ACCORDING TO THE National Student 
Clearinghouse Research Center, over-
all postsecondary fall 2016 enrollments 
decreased by 1.4 percent from the previous 
fall, representing a continuous enrollment 
decline for institutions nationwide.
This downward trend has led to colleges—
including Columbia—absorbing the impact 
of lower revenue and making adjustments 
to attract more students. 
During an Oct. 13 Faculty Senate meet-
ing, Senior Vice President and Provost Stan 
Wearden and Vice President of Business 
Affairs and CFO Jerry Tarrer presented a 
preliminary look at the college’s 2017–2018 
fiscal year budget, which was approved Oct. 
31, and also explained how the college’s 
enrollment decline would affect revenue 
and overall student experience. 
Columbia experienced its eighth straight 
year of lower enrollment after a 10 percent 
enrollment drop from fall 2016 to fall 2017, 
a total loss of 808 students, as reported Oct. 
16 by The Chronicle. 
Wearden said part of Columbia’s strategy 
to increase enrollment involves Strategic 
Plan initiatives that have already been 
achieved since the plan’s 2015 implementa-
tion. These include building  better connec-
tions with community colleges, improving 
admission strategies and increasing diver-
sity, as reported Oct. 16 by The Chronicle.
“The number one factor year after year 
is the quality of the institution,” Wearden 
said during the meeting. “So to be able to 
tell a story about the amazing work we’ve 
done to upgrade our curriculum, to make 
it more current, more relevant, is going to 
affect people’s perceptions of the quality of 
this institution.” 
During the meeting, Wearden referred to 
an annual study by the Higher Education 
Research Institute at the University of 
California at Los Angeles, “The American 
Freshman: National Norms Fall 2016,” 
which shows current college student trends. 
The results are based on the participation 
of 137,456 first-time, full-time students.  
 According to the research institute’s 
website, Columbia has not participated in 
the survey before, but Ellen Stolzenberg, 
assistant director for at the Higher Education 
Research Institute at UCLA, said the college 
can still benefit from the results. 
“[Colleges] can still get out of it the gen-
eral nature of what the findings are and 
then how they use it on campus is entirely 
up to them,” Stolzenberg said. 
Between fall 2016 and fall 2017, enroll-
ment for Loyola University continued an 
upward enrollment trend with an addi-
tional 251 students, according to college 
enrollment statistics. Enrollment at 
DePaul University dropped by 429 students 
between fall 2015 and fall 2016, statistics 
revealed. However, the fall 2017 enrollment 
numbers were unavailable as of press time. 
The University of Chicago’s enrollment grew 
by 468 students, according to enrollment 
reports. The School of the Art Institute 
of Chicago, Roosevelt University and the 
Illinois Institute of Art have not published 
enrollment statistics. 
Requests to interview enrollment man-
agers from the SAIC and DePaul were 
denied. Roosevelt, U of C, Loyola and the 
IIA did not respond to interview requests 
as of press time.
The University of Illinois at Chicago, 
a state-funded public research institute, 
has participated in the research center’s 
American Freshman survey 13 times 
since 1973, according to the research 
institute’s website. 
UIC gained 1,419 students between the 
Fall 2016 and Fall 2017 Semesters, totaling 
a record high of 30,539, according to a Sept. 
13 article from UIC Today.
Vice Provost for Academic and Enrollment 
Services at UIC Kevin Browne said a contrib-
utor to the university’s enrollment growth is 
contact with potential students years before 
they apply. 
“We maintain a list of individuals who are 
interested in UIC or have shown an interest 
and that probably numbers [more than] 
200,000 individuals who we are working 
with prior to their first application to the 
university,” Browne said, adding that con-
necting with students early and often leads 
to UIC being their first choice. 
Browne said he and his staff do not try 
to sell the college to anyone; instead, they 
provide context to what a student’s college 
experience could be. 
“I can sell the university, and I can get some-
one here for a year, and then they leave and the 
question is ‘What is the retention?’” Browne 
said. “We are retaining more than 80 percent 
of our students from the first fall to the second 
fall. And then we track very carefully where 
students go, so [we can learn] why wasn’t this 
a good fit and how could we have done a better 
job explaining who we are going to be?” 
 Columbia’s retention percentage for the 
fall 2016 cohort is 66 percent compared 
to 2015’s 70.5 percent, according to a 
report released fall 2017 from the Office 
of Institutional Effectiveness.
Stolzenberg said surveys including 
students who decide not to attend the col-
lege puts institutions at an advantage if 
done right. 
“If they can get students to do that, they 
are way ahead of the game because most 
schools don’t even think about doing that,” 
Stolzenberg said.  
Northwestern University, a private 
research institute, has also experienced an 
enrollment increase. The university’s total 
enrollment rose by 2,821 students between 
fall 2007 and fall 2016, totaling 21,842 
students. Northwestern has participated 
in the survey a total of 50 times since 1966. 
Sheppard Shanley, senior asso-
ciate director of Admissions in the 
Office of Undergraduate Admissions at 
Northwestern University, said he attri-
butes the enrollment increase to the col-
lege’s outreach, which sends staff members 
to visit thousands of high schools every 
year. University staff also travels through-
out the country and abroad to provide infor-
mation about Northwestern.
“The outreach that keeps the application 
numbers up are the college fairs, in terms 
of maintaining enrollment,” Shanley said. 
“The outreach through interviews is sub-
stantial, and the number of interviews 
has gone up a lot in the last five years.”
 
Visit ColumbiaChronicle.com for 
additional reporting.
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*Northwestern University and DePaul 
University have yet to release their 
fall 2017 enrollment data
SCHOOLS’ FALL
ENROLLMENT 
TRENDS IN
PERCENTAGES
Colleges respond to 
nationwide enrollment decline
DELILAH’S
2771 N. Lincoln * (773) 472-2771
PUNK ROCK
MONDAYS
$1 American Beer
$2 Jim Beam
Free Pool !!!
Tue 11/7 - Metal Shop DJ Nick Fury
Sun 11/12 - DJ Scott spins Fats Domino
Columbia_oct19_SoR_2.indd   1 10/10/17   10:32 AM
COLUMBIA’S PART-TIME FACULTY 
union and some students plan 
to build a coalition called Our 
Columbia to protest the rising 
cost of tuition, decrease in stu-
dent resources and the changes 
to departments. The possibility of 
a P-Fac strike also looms if issues 
are not resolved.
During the Save Columbia 
forum hosted by P-Fac on Nov. 2, 
students and faculty in attendance 
decided to form the coalition and 
made plans to recruit more mem-
bers, potentially involving parents 
of students. The next coalition 
meeting is set for Nov. 10. 
Throughout the forum, those 
in attendance discussed their 
experience with the rise in tui-
tion, cuts to student resources 
and the decrease in available 
classes. Several students said 
they were depressed because they 
have difficulty getting the proper 
access to counseling, some say-
ing they were referred to outside 
specialists after only a couple 
of sessions. 
President of part-time faculty 
union and adjunct professor in the 
Photography Department Diana 
Vallera, invited students and fac-
ulty to discuss those issues at the 
600 S. Michigan   Ave. Building.
Stan Wearden, senior vice 
president and provost, who did 
not attend the event, said the col-
lege is listening to the concerns 
of students and suggested getting 
involved in Student Government 
Association if students want to 
see change. He said he is also dis-
appointed about the news of the 
potential P-Fac strike mentioned 
at the forum.  
“It’s unfortunate they’re talking 
this way. We have been bargaining 
with P-Fac and the collective bar-
gaining agreement was a 4-year 
agreement which has expired now, 
and so we have been meeting with 
them regularly in bargaining,” 
Wearden said. “We’ve been lis-
tening to all their proposals, we’ve 
been making proposals to them.”  
This is the second time Columbia 
has seen a movement by students, 
staff and faculty called Save 
Columbia. During the Spring 2015 
Semester, the Save Columbia orga-
nization raised many of the same 
issues as this group and staged a 
sit-in outside of the Office of the 
President to protest the imple-
mentation of the Strategic Plan, 
as reported April 20, 2015, by 
The Chronicle.
Prexy Nesbitt, adjunct profes-
sor in the Humanities, History, 
and Social Sciences department, 
said the college’s recent diversity 
training failed to invite any P-Fac 
members, which he said make up 
the bulk of teaching staff at the 
college. Nesbitt said the college 
is focusing more on money 
than education. 
“We don’t have enough times 
where we all gather together—
faculty [and] students,” Nesbitt 
said. “We are the power of 
this institution; we can come 
together and make it be the 
kind of place that it ought 
to be.”
» TESSA BRUBAKER 
CAMPUS REPORTER
Save Columbia resurrected to 
create student, P-Fac coalition
campus
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Diana Vallera, part-time faculty union president and adjunct professor in the Photography Department, hosted Save 
Columbia to allow concerns to be raised by students and faculty. 
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CASSANDRA O’NEAL RESIDENCY CONCERT
Music Center Concert Hall
 
1014 S. Michigan Ave.
  
$20 General Admission
  
 
$5 Students with ID
  
For tickets, call 312-369-8330
 
or visit tickets.colum.edu
 
November 10, 7 p.m.
 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT AT COLUMBIA COLLEGE CHICAGO PRESENTS:
campus
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Dancers  
Bands  
And More!
Save the Date 
Bld 1104 1st Floor : Nov 30th 6:30pm 
Join the Biggest Event of the Year!
OPENING EXCLUSIVELY AT THE MUSIC BOX THEATER 
NOVEMBER 10
www.squarethefi lm.com  |    /SquareTheFilm  |  /TheSquare  |  #TheSquare
No purchase necessary. One pass per 
person. Screening passes valid strictly 
for Columbia College Chicago students, 
staff, and faculty only and are distributed 
at the discretion of the promotional 
partner. Those that have received a 
screening pass or promotional prize 
within the last 90 days are not eligible. 
Stop by the offi ces 
of the Columbia 
Chronicle 
located at  33 East Congress, 
Suite 224 | (312) 369-8999 
for your chance 
to win a pass for 
two to the special 
advance screening 
on Wednesday, 
November 8.
INVITE 
YOU TO A 
SPECIAL 
ADVANCE 
SCREENING
500 N Michigan Ave #700
Chicago, IL 60611
312.755.0888
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PLAYING THE ULTIMATE stick-it-to-
the-man rocker that many grew 
familiar with following 2003’s 
“School of Rock” film, Rob Collet-
ti, a 2011 Columbia theatre alum-
nus, stars as Dewey Finn in the 
Broadway in Chicago production 
“School of Rock: The Musical.”
The show debuted in Chicago 
Nov. 1 and will run through Nov. 
19 at the Cadillac Palace Theatre, 
151 W. Randolph St.
“School of Rock: The Musical” is 
about a failed rock musician posing 
as a substitute teacher at an elite 
prep school to make extra money 
after dealing with some roommate 
issues. His gift to the straight-A 
students studying classical music 
is teaching them not only to play 
rock music but also to live it.
“Rock ‘n’ roll is truly an emo-
tional journey as much as it is a 
musical journey,” Colletti told The 
Chronicle. “It’s not so much about 
structure as it is about feeling.”
Colletti said he and Dewey 
are essentially the same person 
because of their shared commit-
ment to following dreams and 
staying genuine. 
“What Dewey would say to any 
artist trying to make their way in 
the world is to keep going,” Colletti 
said. “Commit yourself to what you 
love and be true to yourself and 
find what makes you tick and let 
that guide you toward your goals.” 
After telling his agent he was 
interested in being a part of 
“School of Rock: The Musical,” 
Colletti said it was a long audition 
process that took several months 
to be cast, but playing Dewey has 
been an uplifting experience. 
 “I’m proud that I get to do what 
I love for a living,” Colletti said. 
“It’s kind of surreal to be able to 
say I kept going. I did what Dewey 
would have told me to do when I 
was in college. There were times I 
wanted to give up, change careers 
and get a desk job, but I stuck it out 
and I’m glad I did.”
Colletti said Columbia’s Theatre 
Department helped propel him for-
ward toward a successful career in 
theater because the faculty were 
working professionals. 
 Theatre Department Associate 
Professor Kendra Thulin, who 
taught Colletti in her “Voice 3” 
class, said he brought a strong 
presence and energy to his work. 
 “[What] really struck me about 
[Colletti] was that he always knew 
what he wanted,” Thulin said. “I’m 
not surprised he has gone on to do 
what he has done.” 
 Colletti is a great example 
for current theatre students at 
Columbia to look up to as a role 
model, Thulin said. 
Working on the show has been 
a fun and amazing experience, 
according to Melanie Evans, an 
ensemble member and under-
study for the character Rosalie 
Mullins, the school’s headmis-
tress, who also happens to be 
Dewey’s love interest. 
» MOLLY WALSH 
CAMPUS REPORTER
Columbia grad 
‘rocks’ in musical
campus
Columbia theatre alumnus Rob Colletti stars as Dewey Finn in “School of Rock: The Musical,” running through Nov. 19 at 
the Cadillac Palace Theatre, 151 W. Randolph St.
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A NEW STUDENT organization 
called Queer & plans to provide a 
safe space for minority students 
who identify as queer. 
Joyce Guo, Queer & executive 
director and sophomore English 
and creative writing major, said 
she wanted to create a place for 
people like her with intersecting 
identities to visit and be 
comfortable and accepted. 
 “I wanted a place where I could 
talk about my racial identity hand-
in-hand with my queer identity 
because they’re both equally 
important to me,” said Guo, who 
is Chinese. “It’s not like I’m one 
first over the other.”
Jay Goebel, the organization’s 
creative director and sophomore 
design major, said there were 
previously groups within the col-
lege for racial and queer identities, 
but not one for both, which led to 
the group’s formation. 
“We wanted to make a space 
accessible to every part of some-
one’s identity,” Goebel said. 
Guo said the meetings include 
open discussions regarding spe-
cific themes of racial intersec-
tionality, depending on the week. 
If someone in the group belongs 
to an intersection, they have the 
opportunity to speak about it 
themselves, she added. 
 Topics have already included 
intersectionalities for queer people 
with Southeast Asian heritage, and 
the group plans to collaborate with 
Latino Alliance to include queer 
and Latinos she added. 
Jude Valentin, Queer & associate 
representative  and senior theatre 
major, said the group is also open 
to non-queer students because 
it is important to educate others 
about intersecting communities’ 
struggles. 
“We do have people who aren’t 
in these intersections coming 
to our [organization],” Valentin 
said. “We’re opening their eyes to 
something they didn’t really know 
before; we’re also creating a place 
of solidarity for the rest of us.” 
Guo said Columbia does not pro-
vide the inclusion that it projects, 
and there are still issues regarding 
tolerance on campus. Professors 
have been misgendering students, 
which was a strong reason to form 
the group, she added. 
 “Columbia likes telling them-
selves and everyone else that 
they’re a tolerant and inclusive 
campus, but I don’t think that 
their actions carry through with 
on their words,” Guo said. “They’re 
making promises they can’t keep, 
and I would like for Columbia to 
try harder to serve its students.” 
 Rogelio Becerra-Ramirez, 
coordinator of Student Diversity 
& Support and faculty adviser of 
Queer &, said he is excited to see 
where its first year running will 
take the group. 
 “I want them to be able to 
get the word out about what 
it is they do [and] their wish 
for their student organization 
[with] the kind of programming 
or conversations that they want 
to have around the LGBTQIA 
community,” Becerra-Ramirez 
said. “I want them to keep 
growing and [then become] a 
staple student organization 
here at Columbia.” 
» OLIVIA DELOIAN 
CAMPUS REPORTER
Queer &: where 
identities intersect
campus
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Joyce Guo, executive director of Queer &, said the organization is able to provide 
a safe space for people with intersecting identities like herself. 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2017
10:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
HAUS | 623 S. WABASH AVE.
Attention juniors and seniors: Attend the Fall Grad Expo!
Juniors, get information to plan your graduation strategy.
Seniors, whether you're graduating in December or May, make 
sure all your details are in order.
- Double check your graduation audit.
- Organize your career goals and job search strategies.
- Understand financial planning after graduation.
- Have your graduation portraits taken and order your class ring.
- Meet the leaders of your alumni community.
campus
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Ideally located at the heart of  
historic Printer’s Row sits Hotel  
Blake, a boutique Chicago Hotel.  
Whether you visit Chicago for business 
or pleasure, Hotel Blake offers upscale 
Chicago Accommodations along with  
impeccable service. 
When making reservations,  
mention the Columbia College  
Friends and Family rate for  
special discounts and offers. 
 
To Reserve Call: 312.986.1234 
Or Visit: www.hotelblake.com
» OLIVIA DELOIAN 
CAMPUS REPORTER
Former administrator, 
alumni produce ‘The Letter’
campus
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Paul Chiaravalle, executive producer of “The Letter,” 
said filming will start on Nov. 13 in a LaSalle, Illinois 
mansion that was originally built in the 1800s. 
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MIXED-GENRE FILM “THE Letter,” set 
for a February 2018 release, starts 
production this month in LaSalle, 
Illinois, with several Columbia 
affiliates working on the project. 
The plot follows a young man 
in the 1920s inheriting a mansion 
with sinister occurrences. 
Paul Chiaravalle, chief of staff of 
Columbia’s late President Warrick 
Carter, is executive producer of the 
film and helped bring production to 
the LaSalle mansion, said Vincent 
Shade, director, co-writer and pro-
ducer of  “The Letter.”
“[Chiaravalle] and I have been 
trying to pull together a lot of 
resources and people for this 
particular project because of the 
high production value we want,” 
Shade said. “We want to create a 
first-class project, and we [just] 
won’t settle for less.” 
Shade said he started work-
ing on the film about three years 
ago, but a lack of funding pushed 
production back. However, after 
several extras on the project helped 
raise money, production was able 
to proceed, he added. 
“We never gave up, and then we 
found some wonderful connec-
tions, and we fell in love with the 
project, with the story, and now 
we’re making it,” Shade said. 
Shade said there are both current 
and former Columbia students 
working on the mixed-genre project 
that he had previously connected 
with through Columbia’s film 
program, including Columbia 
alumnis Richard Romanowski 
and Camrin Petramale.  
“Columbia is a fantastic film 
school, and there are a lot of cre-
ative people that I’ve worked with 
over the years from Columbia,” 
Shade said. “The students at 
Columbia have a kind of desire 
within them, not just to study but 
to [actually] do.” 
Romanowski, editor and dig-
ital intermediate technician for 
“The Letter,” graduated from 
Columbia in 2012 from the 
former Cinema Art + Science 
Department and said he would not 
have reached where he is today 
without attending the college. 
Romanowski said adjunct 
professor Vincent Singleton got 
him onto a television set, which 
was where he met Shade, spark-
ing Romanowski’s involvement 
with “The Letter.” It has been a 
blast working on the film, with 
Chiaravalle as executive pro-
ducer, Romanowski added. 
Petramale, who graduated in 
2011 from the former Cinema Art 
+ Science Department said he met 
Shade while attending Columbia, 
and is the director of photography 
for “The Letter.” Petramale 
added that production has 
been a great experience 
working on set with  Shade’s 
visionary direction. 
“You’re only as good as the 
people you work with, and 
when you find a good team of 
people like I found at Columbia, 
it’s made that process of getting 
to where I am a little bit easier,” 
Petramale said. 
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TWO RECENT COLUMBIA graduates 
have created their own advertis-
ing agency called Fresh Perspec-
tives to bring a new spin to the 
advertising industry.
Fresh Perspectives wa s 
co-founded by 2017 advertising 
alumnus Patrick Herron and 
2017 design alumna Christina 
Buczek soon after they gradu-
ated Columbia. Jakeel Johnson, 
a 2017 advertising alumnus, and 
Dan Tremulis, 2016 advertising 
alumnus, also work with Fresh 
Perspectives as art director and 
business developer, respectively.
Herron said the idea for Fresh 
Perspectives sparked while he was 
attending Columbia. He noticed 
current advertising agencies have 
a rigid framework for their creative 
process, making it challenging for 
young people starting out in their 
careers to have any say in that pro-
cess or execution, he added.
“There really needs to be a fresh 
perspective on how to [create 
advertisements],” Herron said.
Buczek said the agency has just 
signed for a co-working space at 
420 W. Huron St., which will help 
them network and grow their com-
pany. They hope to eventually have 
permanent offices in Chicago and 
New York, the two largest cities for 
advertising in the U.S., she added.
Buczek said she always  wanted 
to start an agency later in her 
career and signed on when Herron 
asked her in summer 2017 if she 
wanted to collaborate with him. 
Since then, they have been working 
to develop their brand identity and 
build a client base.
Herron did not apply for jobs 
after graduating Columbia 
because he  knew he was commit-
ted to focusing and building Fresh 
Perspectives, he said.
“We always worry that people 
get the idea that we started this 
because we didn’t get a job; that’s 
not the case,” Herron said. “Not 
long after school ended, we decided 
to do this. We didn’t apply to places 
because this was what we wanted 
to do.”
Their website includes several 
samples of work, including the 
advertisement they did for The 
Miracle Center—a non-profit 
organization that works with 
inner-city youth to present the-
atrical productions every year. 
They created a sponsorship pack-
age the organization can show 
prospective donors.
Despite others doubting their 
business prospects, Buczek said 
she is motivated to keep pushing 
and go as far as she can with the 
advertising agency.
“I [advise] just being very per-
sistent, and knowing that where 
you are right now isn’t going to 
be where you’re at in a year and 
making specific goals for yourself,” 
Buczek said.
Both Herron and Buczek said 
Columbia helped them become the 
people they are today because it 
provided them with opportunities.
“Going to Columbia was one of 
the best decisions that I ever made 
in my life,” Buczek said. “I’m happy 
[Columbia] molded me into this 
type of person where I have an 
entrepreneurial mindset.”
Johnson said that his time at 
Columbia provided him with 
tools to express his own cre-
ativity and show off his voice to 
the world. 
“Columbia helped me find 
a voice and what I wanted to 
put my creativity out into,” 
Johnson said. “That’s the thing 
when you are creative: You nat-
urally want to find something 
that allows you to voice your 
creativity and express it to 
the world.”
» TESSA BRUBAKER 
CAMPUS REPORTER
Columbia graduates bring ‘Fresh 
Perspective’ to advertising
campus
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Patrick Herron is the agency’s account 
director and co-founder. 
Christina Buczek created Fresh 
Perspectives’ website and is the 
agency’s co-founder. tb
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and students should to remember 
it may still rise in later years, 
she added. 
Bryant said she would like 
more students to attend future 
tuition meetings. 
“Seeing more students sit in at 
our meeting especially so they 
could get acquainted with the pres-
ident, and hearing it come from 
him makes it more personal, so 
I think it would be important for 
that,” Bryant said.
Woolfork said the moderate tui-
tion increase shows the Board of 
Trustees and administration are 
conscious of how the increase can 
affect students. 
“[The lower tuition raise] 
shows that the college is 
trying to find other ways 
to make Columbia better,” 
Woolfork said. “They’re not 
just increasing the tuition and 
not coming from the approach 
of ‘the more money we have, 
the better we will be.’ They’re 
trying to see things from a dif-
ferent viewpoint and also see 
if the tuition goes up less, [if] 
will more students stay.”
Rush is a not-for-profit health care, education and  research enterprise comprising  
Rush University Medical Center,  Rush University, Rush Oak Park Hospital and Rush Health. M-4181 12/15
www.rush.edu
•  Are you overly concerned that you may do or say something
that might embarrass or humiliate yourself in front of others?
•  Do you fear that you will act or look anxious in social situations?
•  Do you avoid social situations?
If you are between 18 and 64 years of age and feel that these problems 
interfere with your goals or to enjoy life fully, you may be eligible for a study at 
the Center for Anxiety and Traumatic Stress Disorders at Rush University 
Medical Center.
Participation in the study is completely voluntary. If you qualify, you will 
receive a medical evaluation, study-related medication and transportation at 
no cost.
For more information, call (312) 563-6687.
Are you shy?
          ,                             
                            ,           , 
       ,              ,           , 
                        
                                     
                             , 
                    
                           
                .      
  -   -  -                          
         -                      
                -       
                            
                   , 
        ,     -  -      
 
              (   )    -            - @  @  @      .     
www.urbanbalance.com
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SAVE COLUMBIA, FROM PAGE 4 TUITION, FROM FRONT  
Vallera said she was also sur-
prised when she heard of the 
recent diversity training and was 
unaware of it happening. She 
said she was shocked that a lot of 
adjunct faculty and students were 
left out of these workshops’ .
“I can tell you that, even as fac-
ulty, sometimes we don’t know 
everything,” Vallera said. “Prexy 
Nesbitt and I were in the same 
room, and we were shocked there 
was diversity training and we were 
like, ‘What are you talking about? 
Why weren’t we invited and why 
weren’t students invited?’”
Dane Wheaton, senior interac-
tive arts and media major, spoke 
in front of the forum about how 
every year a certain number of stu-
dents are promised attendance at 
the Game Developer Conference 
in San Francisco; however, this 
year he thinks that no one will be 
able to afford the cost of obtaining 
a booth at the event. The groups 
of students need around $18,000 
in order to afford the trip, this 
does not include plane tickets 
and hotels, which students fund 
themselves in order to attend the 
event every year. .
“We’ve had a lot of people get 
jobs from simply being there, 
speaking to working profession-
als,” Wheaton said. “We don’t get 
very many opportunities for that 
kind of thing here in Chicago. It’s 
kind of a dry scene as far as game 
development is concerned.”
Near the end of the forum, 
students and faculty members 
discussed possible ways to voice 
their concerns. A Facebook page 
will be set up under the name 
“Our Columbia” in order to recruit 
more people. 
Malik Woolfork, president of 
Student Government Association, 
said that any major concerns 
should be brought directly to 
the college’s administration. 
“Unfortunately, we have 
done this in the past, and this 
is the first time I’ve said I think 
we’re going to need to strike, 
and I mean that sincerely,” 
Vallera said during the meet-
ing. “Unless the college can see 
that we do have the power to 
do something.”cc
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Though the meeting was open to 
the public, no students outside of 
SGA attended. Following the meet-
ing, an email was sent to the student 
body from the Office of the President 
announcing the tuition increase.
SGA President and senior busi-
ness and entrepreneurship major 
Malik Woolfork said he enjoys 
Kim’s annual tuition discussion 
with SGA, which began when Kim 
joined the college in 2013, because 
it allows them to ask questions. 
 “It’s important that the school is 
not just changing things and then 
making students aware of some-
thing like tuition change through 
an email,” Woolfork said. “They 
really wanted to make sure and 
show the importance of speak-
ing to students and being able to 
answer questions.” 
SGA Vice President and soph-
omore cinema and television arts 
major Jazmin Bryant said stu-
dents will never be OK with a tui-
tion increase, but it is important to 
keep inflation in mind. The tuition 
hike was less than previous years, 
» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE
ROCK, FROM PAGE 6  
“The show has such an incred-
ible energy,” Evans said. “You’re 
dealing with people who really 
know how to tap into comedic 
improv who are also musicians.” 
Every performance blows the 
audience out of the water, Colletti 
said, because the crowd does not 
expect to see him and the kids 
playing the instruments live. 
 “They play their own instru-
ments and they’re between the 
age of 9 and 12 years old,” Evans 
said. “They’re at such a profes-
sional level at their age, it’s just so 
incredible to watch every night. 
 Colletti said he feels the most 
like a rock star during the show’s 
finale when he and the kids 
play the crowd a rock ballad. 
“In that moment, it kind of 
transitions from the musical 
to the rock show,” Colletti said. 
“All of a sudden we’re playing 
this rock song for thousands 
of people and they clap along 
and they cheer and we throw 
[guitar] picks out. It’s a real 
rock experience.” m
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FRIDAY NOVEMBER 10  /  9 :30PM /  18+
RED BULL SOUND SELECT PRESENTS 30 DAYS IN CHICAGO
IBEYI
THEMIND / KODA
MONDAY NOVEMBER 27 /  9PM /  18+
RED BULL SOUND SELECT PRESENTS 30 DAYS IN CHICAGO
JUNGLE
NOMBE / DRAMA DUO
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 30 /  8 :30PM /  18+
93XRT PRESENTS A METRO 35TH ANNIVERSARY EVENT
JAKE BUGG
SATURDAY DECEMBER 2  /  7PM /  ALL  AGES`
20TH ANNIVERSARY OF
PLAIN WHITE T’S
SUNDAY DECEMBER 3  /  7PM /  18+
EMPIRE PRODUCTIONS WELCOMES 20 YEARS OF
DESIRE & 15 YEARS OF PERSEVERANCE WITH
HATEBREED
DYING FETUS / CODE ORANGE
TWITCHING TONGUES 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 7  /  9PM /  18+
FKJ
(((O)))
FRIDAY DECEMBER 8  /  9PM /  18+
DO MAKE SAY THINK
MONDAY DECEMBER 11  /  6 :30PM /  ALL  AGES
IN DEFENSE ANNIVERSARY TOUR
SAY ANYTHING
…IS A REAL BOY AND IN DEFENSE OF THE GENRE DISC 1
RADAR STATE / BACKWARDS DANCER
TUESDAY DECEMBER 12  /  7 :30PM /  18+
IN DEFENSE ANNIVERSARY TOUR
SAY ANYTHING
SELF-TITLED AND IN DEFENSE OF THE GENRE DISC 2
RADAR STATE / BACKWARDS DANCER
SATURDAY DECEMBER 16  /  1 1PM /  21+
NEVERLAND PRESENTS THE 6TH
ANNUAL PURITY BALL
MUSIC BY ABEL + DJ ALEX CABOT
FRIDAY DECEMBER 29 /  6PM /  ALL  AGES
SATURDAY DECEMBER 30 /  6PM /  ALL  AGES
REAL FRIENDS
KNUCKLE PUCK
THIS WILD LIFE / HOT MULLIGAN
@METROCHICAGO3730 N. CLARK ST | METROCHICAGO.COM
1/13 TENNIS • 1/19 TYPOON • 1/20 DESTROYER • 1/31 SLEIGH BELLS
campus
12   THE CHRONICLE   NOVEMBER 6, 2017
arts culture
IT’S RIGID AND bureaucratic—and without 
help, many writers will never break into 
the restrictive literary process, according 
to Kayla Ancrum.
But instead of rolling over and accepting 
what she finds to be a convoluted industry, 
the 26-year-old Chicago writer decided 
to start her own business, Illuminovel—a 
market research platform for writers. 
Illuminovel lets authors submit partial 
manuscripts to more than 500 volunteer 
readers who provide feedback based on 
qualities such as genre, tone and market-
ability—or they can submit a query letter 
for review to a pool of literary agents who 
will similarly review it, according to the 
company’s website. The service costs $50 
for a query letter review, $75 for a manu-
script review or $100 for both. 
 Illuminovel is in a preliminary beta state 
and is aiming for a full national launch in 
January. Author submissions are open, but 
the professional literary agent tools are 
still in progress. 
 Connecting writers directly with read-
ers and literary agents should help demy-
stify the process of effectively pitching 
works, Ancrum said. 
 “The literary agents are pretty much 
the gatekeepers for any sort of further 
publishing,” she explained, “but there 
are maybe 30 million people trying to get 
published. There are only 1,425 agents in 
North America, so [writers’ chances are] 
really severe.” 
Agents who partner with Illuminovel 
are also free to directly contact authors to 
start working relationships without going 
through the service, Ancrum added. Also, 
every manuscript submitted is protected by 
a non-disclosure agreement for all readers 
and agents who view it. 
 Illuminovel reader Owen Abbott said he 
has high hopes that the service will change 
the writing industry’s views because 
publishers frequently go for very similar, 
generic stories. 
“A lot of the publishing industry is out of 
touch with the market,” Abbott said. “Any 
service that attacks that head-on and 
starts collecting data from actual readers 
might actually revitalize the industry.” 
» JONATHON SADOWSKI 
ARTS  & CULTURE EDITOR
Startup seeks to ‘illuminate’ 
writers’ publishing path
NOVEMBER 6, 2017   THE CHRONICLE   13
Film review: ‘Darkest Hour’ is one of Gary Oldman’s finest performances » Page 16
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 Reader feedback is collected and put into 
graphs that will explain to both the author 
and potential agents what sort of social 
and market value a book has, Ancrum said. 
While Illuminovel would most likely 
expedite the publishing process, what it 
promises is attainable individually through 
some time invested into research and net-
working, said Jenny Boully, an associate 
professor in the English and Creative 
Writing Department and published author. 
However, that does not mean the service is 
without merit, she said.
“Because of the large amount of research 
and time that you need to do your own, if 
you have the money, I think it’s worth 
paying for someone else [to] do it for you,” 
Boully said. 
The feedback authors will receive 
from Illuminovel is transferable to 
future projects, Ancrum said, because 
the areas that readers look at are 
important to any work. 
“The qualifications that are listed 
in the review are so specific,” she said, 
“that once you realize it’s something 
people genuinely think about, you can’t 
help but think about that when you’re 
working in the future.” 
A lot of the publishing industry is 
out of touch with the market.
OWEN ABBOTT
1.
4.
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LCD SOUNDSYSTEM
Aragon Ballrom
1106 W. Lawrence Ave.
 7:30 p.m.
$56.75
Tuesday, Nov. 7
GUNS N ROSES
United Center
1901 W. Madison St.
7:30 p.m.
$59.50+
Monday, Nov. 6
I THE MIGHTY
Subterranean
2011 W. North Ave. 
7 p.m.
$15–$17
Sunday, Nov. 12
THE AVETT BROTHERS
Chicago Theatre
175 N. State St.
8 p.m.
$89+
Thursday, Nov. 9
SILVERSUN PICKUPS
Riviera Theater
4746 N. Racine Ave.
7 p.m.
$34
Wednesday, Nov. 8
Brian King, lead singer of Canadian rock 
band Japandroids, performed at the Vic, 
3145 N Sheffield Ave, on Nov. 2.
FROM THE FRONT ROW
Pop culture icon Beyoncé recently confirmed her role as the voice of Nala in the upcoming live-action 
remake of Disney’s “The Lion King,” set to 
be released July 19, 2019. She announced 
the news with a photo of the full cast, 
which successfully shows diversity 
and breaks away from Disney films’                
whitewashing history. 
Alongside Beyoncé is Donald Glover as 
Simba, James Earl Jones as Mufasa, Alfre 
Woodward as Sarabi and Chiwetel Ejiofor 
as Scar. Of the 14 main characters, only 
three cast members are white. 
The “Lion King” remake is one of many 
undertaken by Disney, including “The 
Jungle Book,” “Cinderella” and “Beauty 
and the Beast.” Two upcoming remakes, 
“Aladdin” and “Mulan,”  both set to be 
released in 2019, have faced criticism 
for casting decisions that whitewash              
main characters. 
Disney was forced to clarify that Mulan 
herself would be played by a Chinese 
woman in October 2016 after sources 
claiming to have read the initial spec 
script revealed the existence of a white 
male lead. Earlier this year, Disney faced 
additional criticism for creating an entirely 
new role for the Aladdin film, casting Billy 
Magnussen, a white actor, as a character 
who would possibly compete against 
Aladdin for Princess Jasmine’s love. Fans 
were unhappy with the casting of a white 
actor for a film originally including charac-
ters exclusively of Middle Eastern descent. 
In February, producer Dan Lin promised 
diversity in the film in an interview with 
Collider, even citing Disney’s “Prince of 
Persia,” in which Jake Gyllenhaal was cast 
as the Persian protagonist, as an example 
of what not to do. 
“I wanted to make a diverse version 
of the movie,” Lin said. “[Director] Guy 
Ritchie has the same vision and Disney 
has the same vision, so we’re not here to 
make ‘Prince of Persia.’ We want to make a 
movie authentic to that world.” 
Despite these controversies, Disney 
has previously attempted to improve the 
diversity of their casting. The 2016 release 
‘The Lion King’ casting should 
encourage greater diversity
of “Moana” proved Disney could make 
a movie with authentic casting and a 
strong Polynesian culture representation. 
Knowing this, it is important to continue 
pushing Disney for greater representation 
and appropriate casting, especially when 
this issue is not exclusive to them. 
According to a March 25, 2015, arti-
cle from The Guardian, even though 
minorities account for more than 40 
percent of the U.S. population, they are 
still significantly underrepresented on 
TV. Minorities remain underrepresented 
nearly six to one in broadcast scripted 
leads and nearly two to one among 
cable scripted leads. In a 2016 study by 
the University of Southern California, 
researchers found that 71.7 percent of 
speaking characters in TV and film were 
white, and only 28.3 percent were from 
underrepresented racial/ethnic groups. 
Hollywood needs to do better. 
Some may be satisfied with the inclu-
sion of a few diverse characters even 
though the casting does not match that 
of indigenous characters simply for the 
sake of greater representation, but we 
should not settle for the bare minimum. 
Hollywood cannot simply throw 
minorities and disadvantaged groups 
a bone and be let off the hook so easily. 
Whitewashing in Hollywood is an 
ingrained form of racism and should 
not be the status quo. It is great that 
“The Lion King” has the diverse cast 
it deserves, but the push for inclusion 
must continue from audience mem-
bers, and filmmakers must remember 
to make films that reflect the diverse 
world they live in.
»  ARIANA PORTALATIN 
MANAGING EDITOR
» MONICA WESTLAKE/CHRONICLE
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arts & culture
GET
THE
BEST.
WORLD’S BIGGEST, 
BEST & CLEANEST STUDIO
$30 PIERCINGS
STUDENTS GET 10% OFF
773-736-6960
www.jadedragontattoo.com
5331 W. BELMONT AVE, CHICAGO, IL
of the Chicago International 
Film Festival and a slew of 
Ha l loween-related event s , 
generating buzz was a hurdle 
for Cinepocalypse, he said.
“When I explain it to [some-
one], they’re like, ‘That is amaz-
ing!’” Oestreich said. “But in 
year one, when you’re trying to 
explain a new film festival, not 
everybody understands.” 
However, Goldbloom said that 
the audience for the festival has 
steadily grown since 2014, and 
he hopes the newest iteration of 
Bruce Campbell’s Horror Film 
Festival will elevate participating 
filmmakers’ profiles.
“I never take lightly that, [for] a 
lot of these films, [this is] the 
first time that the filmmakers 
are screening in the United 
States,” Goldbloom said. “I 
understand how much effort 
goes into making these movies. 
It’s important that we’re able 
to give that back. In the same 
effort that they’ve put forth in 
making this film, we’re trying 
to give them the best outlet to 
screen their projects.” 
Cinepocalypse film festival signals 
fresh start, not end times
Wizard World. The festival, as 
the title suggests, screened three 
days worth of horror films in 
conjunction with Wizard World 
each August. But for the festival’s 
fourth year, Goldbloom was ready 
to expand both the festival’s length 
from three days to seven—and the 
range of its subject matter. 
“We’re able to deliver more to the 
audience [with a genre festival],” 
Goldbloom said. “We just wanted 
to be able to explore. There’s so 
many great movies out there; you 
don’t want to pigeonhole yourself 
and what you’re able to present to 
the audience.” 
For Ryan Oestreich, Music Box 
Theatre’s general manager, this 
expansion from horror to the 
inclusion of other genres was an 
exciting opportunity.
“ W hen I was ta lking to 
[Goldbloom] about how large the 
Chicago appetite is for genre, it 
made sense to expand [the fes-
tival] beyond horror, especially 
when we’re trying to expand the 
number of days,” Oestreich said. 
“The Music Box Theatre is a larger 
auditorium, so we’re 
[also] expanding the 
number of seats we’re 
trying to sell.” 
Chris G eske, a 
junior electrical engi-
neering student at the 
University of Illinois 
at Chicago, bought 
a weeklong pass for 
Cinepocalypse after 
hearing about it on the 
theatre’s website.
“It’s a lot of horror, 
grindhouse [and] noir 
movies, and I like that,” 
Geske said. “It’s always 
good to see more 
[screenings like this].”
Despite reactions 
like Geske’s, Oestreich 
explained that the 
festival’s new name 
and rebranding made 
it difficult to get the 
word out. On the heels 
FILM FESTIVAL ORGANIZER and 
artistic director Josh Goldbloom 
has had his eye on the Music 
Box Theatre, 3733 N. Southport 
Ave., for years, following its pro-
gramming and envying its spa-
cious auditoriums from his home 
in Philadelphia.
Now his dream of showing films 
there has become a reality with 
Cinepocalypse, a genre film fes-
tival from Nov. 2–9 that fulfills 
what he called “a match made in 
film geek heaven.” 
Cinepocalypse features a variety 
of genre film including horror and 
science fiction. The festival grows 
out of Goldbloom’s experience as 
artistic director from 2014 to 2016 
for Bruce Campbell’s Horror Film 
Festival in Rosemont, Illinois, 
produced by comic convention 
» MIRANDA MANIER
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
From Nov. 2-9, the Music Box Theatre is hosting 
Cinepocalypse, a film festival that features a variety of 
genre movies, including sci-fi, horror and action. m
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WE DELIVER!
VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM TO FIND A LOCATION NEAR YOU
WHERE
 FRESH
& FAST
MEET™ 
The brilliant supporting cast, 
including Lily James (“Baby 
Driver”), Ronald Pickup (“The 
Day of the Jackal”) and Ben 
Mendelsohn (“The Place Beyond 
the Pines”), brings Oscar winner 
Anthony McCarten’s (“The Theory 
‘Darkest Hour’ 
shines bright
peace talks with 
Nazi Germany 
while struggling 
with the likely 
imminent inva-
sion of England.
Despite all the 
death and destruc-
tion surrounding 
Churchill, this 
film’s strength 
lies not in the car-
nage in the fields, 
on the beaches 
and in the air but 
in Wright’s ability 
to showcase Churchill’s agony and 
frustration throughout the film. 
Our introduction to Churchill 
is in a quiet, dark room.
Bruno Delbonnel’s (“Amelie,” 
“Inside Llewyn Davis,” “Big Eyes”) 
cinematography is in top form as 
he uses light to reveal the film’s 
characters and their struggles. 
Delbonnel’s gorgeous work trans-
ports the audience back to the early 
1940s. The soft light, cloudy skies 
and Gothic architecture carve out 
Wright’s ambitious world.
A BATTLEFIELD BLAZES with fire 
as bombs fly through the French 
countryside and destroy every-
thing in their path. Cries of 
wounded soldiers fade as the 
camera lingers on a young man’s 
soot-covered cheek. Bombs that 
burned so bright, chaotic and true 
are reflected in a single dull eye as 
the battle rages forward. This is 
“Darkest Hour.”
“Darkest Hour,” directed by Joe 
Wright (“Atonement,” “Pride and 
Prejudice”), hits theaters Nov. 
22 and chronicles the first two 
weeks after Winston Churchill—
played by the incomparable Gary 
Oldman—assumes his role as U.K. 
prime minister. He battles with his 
war room, refusing to negotiate 
» BROCK STILLMUNKS
MULTIMEDIA REPORTER
of Everything”) script to life. 
Mendelsohn deserves special rec-
ognition for his portrayal of King 
George VI deciding between rul-
ing in exile or staying with his peo-
ple. It takes a great performance 
to compete with Oldman’s, and 
Mendelsohn rises to the occasion. 
Oldman, unrecognizable thanks 
to the great prosthetic artist 
Kazuhiro Tsuji (“Looper”), stuns 
as Churchill, capturing his inflec-
tion, pulse and tone to embody the 
great leader. The Academy Award 
for Best Actor has long eluded 
Oldman, who was nominated 
in 2011, but this performance 
could be enough to  finally earn 
him the coveted award. 
In “Darkest Hour,” Wright 
brings history to life, wading 
into one of the bleakest eras 
of western civilization and 
reaching the other side with an 
intimate portrait of the light 
that dragged us through the 
ultimate darkness. bs
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“Darkest Hour” sees Gary Oldman take on the role of British Prime Minister Winston Churchill during 
the early days of World War II. The film, directed by Joe Wright, will open in theaters Nov. 22.
» COURTESY FOCUS FEATURES
arts & culture
weisman.colum.edu
weisman.colum.edu 
Career Center
618 S. Michigan, First Floor 
Thursday, Oct. 26 — 4pm
Tuesday, Oct. 31 — 3pm
Wednesday, Nov. 8 — 10am
Thursday, Nov. 9 — 5pm
Friday, Nov. 10 — Noon
Monday, Nov. 13 — 10am
Wednesday, Nov. 15 — 1pm
Monday, Nov. 27 — 3pm
Tuesday, Nov. 28 — 5pm
Wednesday, Nov. 29 — 10am
Thursday, Nov. 30 — Noon
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RATES:
10hrs— $11
24hrs— $30
(until 10pm)— $16
All day
$6 after 4pm
710  s. Wabash Ave
 
Downtown Parking
until 10pm
710selfpark.com
his work the same kind of visual 
and textual relationship the 
workshop explored, according to 
Joel Javier, education manager 
at Intuit. 
“When you’re sifting through 
the entire novel, he takes readers 
and viewers on a journey,” Javier 
said. He compared the “In the 
Realms of the Unreal” to a graphic 
novel, in which artwork acts as an 
Workshop discusses 
art, poetry, accessibility
a way to make the piece accessi-
ble to readers who might other-
wise be intimidated by poetry by 
allowing them to approach the 
poem through a comfortable and 
familiar lens. 
Queeney also said the illus-
trated poetry triggered discussion 
of issues such as gender, art con-
sumption and accessibility—com-
monplace struggles for Chicago 
artists and poets. 
Mark Turcotte, Turtle Mountain 
Chippewa, poet and senior lecturer 
at DePaul University, used to be a 
skeptic about visuals in poetry, but 
his opinion has changed.
“As long as the art stands alone 
and the poem stands alone, I think 
they’re great,” Turcotte said, 
explaining that both the poem 
and the illustration have to equally 
contribute to the theme. 
The Nov. 2 workshop was held 
in conjunction with a yearlong 
celebration Intuit is holding to 
honor the work and 125th birth-
day of Henry Darger, Chicago’s 
premier  outsider artist.
Darger was a Chicago dish-
washer and janitor whose 15,000-
page illustrated manuscript was 
discovered after his death. While 
he was not a poet, the illustrations 
that accompanied his manuscript 
“In the Realms of the Unreal” gave 
HOW DO POETRY and illustration 
cooperate with one another?
On the evening of Nov. 2, a group 
of about 10 poets gathered to dis-
cuss and experiment with the use 
of illustration in verse.
Hosted by Intuit: The Center for 
Intuitive and Outsider Art, 756 N. 
Milwaukee Ave., in collaboration 
with the Poetry Foundation, 61 W. 
Superior St., the event was led by 
Maggie Queeney, the foundation’s 
poetry coordinator. Participants 
discussed poets who have used 
text and imagery in their work. 
 “When you get down to it, 
poems are pleasing,” Queeney said. 
“It pleases our ear to hear rhyme. 
The visual field is just another 
field of pleasure, and also a field 
for symbolic meaning to open up.”
Queeney added that the addi-
tion of visual artwork to verse is 
» MIRANDA MANIER
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
extension of a story rather than 
just an aesthetic addition to it. 
Queeney said visual poetry’s 
increased popularity is similar to 
that of graphic novels and poetry 
comics, which combine poetry 
with the comic  strip format. 
“It’s all a part of this amorphous 
opening up of what a poem can be,” 
Queeney said.
Queeney also explained the 
purpose of collaborating with 
groups like Intuit is to generate a 
dialogue about often undiscussed 
day-to-day challenges people face 
that can be processed or addressed 
through poetry. 
“Part of what I’m committed to 
doing is building partnerships 
that bring poetry to new audi-
ences throughout Chicago,” 
Queeney said, “folks who 
maybe wouldn’t come to the 
Poetry Foundation specifically 
to read and talk about a poem, 
but who have been to Intuit, 
for example, and are leaning 
toward visual arts themselves, 
[so we can] have that conver-
sation between poetry and 
visual art.” 
The Poetry Foundation hosted a workshop Nov. 2 that discussed the use of illus-
tration in verse. The workshop encouraged participants to experiment with the 
relationship between visual art and poetry.
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As a curious child, Michael Kinsch was fascinated with hopping over fences 
to see what was on the other side. He often 
hung out at Chicago’s Damen Silos, an aban-
doned site encompassing multiple 15-story 
grain silos from 1906. 
Kinsch said used his exploration to relax 
from everyday life. 
After learning about the history of 
Edgewater Medical Center, the birthplace 
of both Hillary Clinton and serial killer John 
Wayne Gacy, Kinsch, now 19, hopped into 
his car on a cold December night in 2016 
and entered the abandoned building. 
 “I just walked into the building, and I 
thought it was so cool; there was so much 
history. It had this nice ‘60s architectural 
with sometimes fatal risks. Despite 
this unpredictability, it’s become 
a popular pastime, especially for 
photographers or those looking to 
get more views on YouTube, with 
some urbex videos reaching upwards of a 
million views.
Kinsch said he enjoys urban exploration 
because it gives him a chance to learn about 
Chicago’s history and architecture while 
creating connections with people based 
around the buildings he has photographed. 
What explorers find most fascinating is 
that the urban jungle has areas that have 
been untouched for years. It is a world that 
no one really experiences, according to Matt 
Wilson, economic development planner at 
the Great Cities Institute at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago. 
 “People are curious to see what was in 
these former spaces and what would happen 
to a building when no one’s in it for 20 
years,” Wilson said.  “It’s a time capsule in 
a lot of ways. People can get a view into the 
past, but it’s also a part of the fascinations 
about how these spaces deteriorate.” 
Abandoned sites, such as Brach’s Candy 
Factory, 401 S. Cicero Ave., are a great 
representation of what Chicago used to be, 
Wilson said. They illustrate the manufac-
turing industry Chicago once supported 
and maintained. 
“The world’s constantly changing, [and] 
manufacturing jobs have left Chicago and 
gone to other lower wage countries,” Wilson 
said. “What we are left with [are] these 
abandoned sites.” 
The factory, which was one of the largest 
confectionery plants in the country, closed 
in 2003. It was later used for filming scenes 
in Christopher Nolan’s “The Dark Night” 
in 2008. Since then, Itasca, Illinois-based 
ML Realty Partners LLC has taken up 
the challenge of turning the factory into a 
warehouse center. 
Wilson said he may not have seen Brach’s 
Candy Factory while it was still open, but 
he now has the opportunity to see what the 
space looks like and compare it to old photos. 
By viewing the deterioration, you are also 
paying homage to the past, he added. 
However, urbex doesn’t always end in 
good memories and pictures to share. 
Exploring there abandoned and forgot-
ten places sometimes ends in blood.
 Known for pushing limits, Noel 
Warren, founder of YouTube channel 
STORY BY KENDRAH VILLIESSE 
DESIGN BY JOCELYN MORENO
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vibe to it,” Kinsch said. 
“I went home, and I 
[thought to myself that 
I had to] take pictures or do something; 
I [had] to show this to people.” 
Using his dad’s camera, Kinsch 
headed back to the medical center, 
capturing the abandoned building 
room by room.
 Not knowing where to share the 
photos, Kinsch decided to post them 
on a Facebook page called Forgotten 
Chicago, which shares old photos of 
the city with others. One photo in 
particular caught the eyes of many 
Chicagoland residents. 
“I had a picture of a piece 
of cardboard that said ‘1991 
Edgewater Dinner Dance’ from 
the hospital, and it had a bunch 
of photos on there,” Kinsch said. 
“Someone messaged me saying 
‘Hey, I saw myself in one of the 
photos.’ I actually met up with 
that person and gave her the 
photo that was in the hospital 
from 15 years ago.” 
Urban exploration—also 
known as urbex—is the art 
of entering and document-
ing locations abandoned 
or unseen to the general 
public. But participating 
in the hobby comes 
feature
Backyard Exploration, started his hobby 
by visiting an abandoned sand mine in his 
hometown of Festus Missouri. 
Capitalizing on his curiosity, Warren 
created his YouTube channel, which now 
has more than 42,000 subscribers and for 
which he takes big risks. For example, he has 
climbed one-inch wide conduit pipes up to 
buildings’ top floors and through windows 
just to film. 
 “If you’re the kind of person who’s willing 
to push the limits—I have done some stupid 
stuff,” Warren said. “It’s just a matter of 
time before you get hurt. Some of us are 
willing to do it.” 
The Missouri sand mine Warren and his 
friend Jordan Brock explored frequently 
was a place of curiosity because it included 
a garage and a natural cave. The mine 
had been decaying for years, and walking 
around inside was extremely dangerous. 
Warren recalled a time when while walk-
ing across the cracked floorboards, Brock’s 
foot slipped and fell through the floor, impal-
ing his shin on a nail. They were stuck two 
miles into the cave. With the two-inch nail 
in Brock’s shin, with his shoe and clothing 
drenched in blood, Brock and Warren were 
eventually able to navigate their way out 
of the mine. 
While no one would call Brock lucky for 
leaving the mine with a nail stuck in his 
leg, the trip could have gone much worse. 
Eric Janssen, an urbex photographer who 
explored abandoned places as well as 
still-populated buildings, was shooting 
rooftop photos Oct. 16 on the top floor 
of the LondonHouse Hotel in Chicago 
when he plunged to his death. 
Dangers beyond rotting 
floorboards and precarious 
perches can increase depend-
ing on the location and who 
might be hanging around. While some 
YouTube videographers claim the aban-
doned buildings they are exploring are 
haunted, what’s more likely is encountering 
living dangers —squatters in the buildings.
“These places are also in very bad neigh-
borhoods,” said Eric Holubow, author 
of “Abandoned: America’s Vanishing 
Landscapes”—a book filled with 200 images 
of America’s forgotten sites.
Holubow said he has encountered many 
people who have said they have been robbed 
during site explorations. 
Urbex explorers also risk getting caught 
by authorities and ticketed for trespassing. 
Luckily, trespassing is usually considered a 
misdemeanor crime, so they are likely to be 
asked to leave and fined rather than arrested. 
Although it is a misdemeanor crime, the 
penalties involving trespassing vary from 
state to state. In Illinois, the crime is usually 
considered a Class B misdemeanor, which 
could result in a six-month jail period and 
a fine, according to state law.
Although the law varies across all 
50 states, there are some commonalities 
between state laws involving trespassing, 
according to Peter DiCola, a law professor at 
Northwestern University. He also said urban 
explorers should be aware of the laws in the 
state they are in before entering a building. 
Seph Lawless, a pseudonymous urbex 
photographer from Cleveland, Ohio, was 
indicted for criminal trespassing after releas-
ing his abandoned malls photobook, “Black 
Friday,” in 2014. However, Lawless said he 
believes the charges were a result from an 
ongoing concern around urbex. Cleveland 
police were more interested in his photos of 
North Randall Mall in Ohio. 
 “[The photos] started to get really big and 
a lot of kids were going into that particular 
mall,” Lawless said. “Detectives [told me], 
‘A bunch of kids are getting 
hurt, and parents [were get-
ting] outraged.’” 
Lawless said the primary 
reason he gets arrested is 
because he is capturing buildings that are 
not up to code and exposing the property 
owners’ lack of upkeep. 
Holubow said he has been ticketed for 
trespassing and escorted out of buildings 
by security. 
Trying to get permission when he can, 
Holubow said it is not always possible, nor 
are people willing to give it to him. Holubow 
uses a variant of the criminologist’s broken 
windows theory to locate buildings: If the 
windows are broken, there’s a good chance 
the building is abandoned. 
Anthony Ernewein, creator of Ace’s 
Adventures, produces a YouTube channel 
that documents his vacant malls explora-
tions with his friend, Nick Morey, and the 
channel has more than 9,000 subscribers. 
Despite the consequences, urbex is worth 
the risk, Ernewein said.
“It is a matter of risking [being ticketed 
and fined] to document something that is 
extremely important to be documented,” 
Ernewein said. 
Ernewein said he constantly receives com-
ments on his videos from viewers advising 
him to stop exploring these unsafe places. 
Ernewein recalled filming in locations where 
there were bullet holes, places to fall through 
the floor, as well as asbestos and mold. 
 “We wholeheartedly feel that it’s worth 
the risk to try and document these places,” 
Ernewein said. “So many times, these big 
companies come in, and they just want to 
tear these places down and don’t give a 
damn about them.” 
With the growing number of urban 
explorer enthusiasts, 
the sites are getting 
more visitors who 
are drawn in by vid-
eos, Holubow said. 
But that works to 
the urban explor-
er’s disadvantage 
because it results 
in possible height-
ened security at 
the locations. 
 “When I 
started 12 years 
ago, there were 
people who were doing it then, but I don’t 
think it was as prevalent,” Holubow said. 
“The rise of social media has made that 
more [popular], so it’s encouraged people 
to get into it more.” 
With smartphone cameras, people have 
realized how simple and quick it is to take 
and edit a photo or video while they are 
urban exploring, Ernewein said. 
 “Anything that’s abandoned, there’s a 
wide gamut of it,” Ernewein said. “With 
the YouTube platform, there’s also been a 
lot more popping up here and there, so it’s 
growing exponentially.” 
By using photography or videography, 
Wilson said the buildings are being docu-
mented, and the stories of their downfalls 
and history are told. 
 “A lot of great photography work has 
been done to capture the current conditions 
of spaces that had long been out of use and 
seen a lot of deterioration,” Wilson said. 
“Capturing that deterioration is kind of an 
art form in its own.” 
 It’s fascinating to see through urban 
exploration how people throughout different 
eras once lived and to get a grasp of their 
cultures that are hidden from public view, 
Holubow said. 
Using his videos as a history book, 
Ernewein said his YouTube channel is a 
place for him to see what these places looked 
like 20 years prior. He also gets to see 
the deterioration of the buildings and 
capture the risks of entering and explor-
ing abandoned buildings in urban cities. 
 “[In urban] exploration, there’s a lit-
tle bit of risk—a kind of adventurousness 
to it,” Ernewein said. “You’re kind of in 
your own little world; when you’re in 
that place, there’s no people there— it’s 
pretty much free [space to] roam [and] 
explore. It’s like an escape.” 
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“Before He Cheats” Carrie Underwood
“Wagon Wheel” Darius Rucker
“Cop Car” Keith Urban
“Chicken Fried” Zac Brown Band
“Need You Now” Lady Antebellum
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Black Violin is all about subverting stereotypes. The hip-hop/classical fusion duo of violinist Kevin Sylves-
ter and violist/vocalist Wil Baptiste is a 
disruption all its own. 
It is certainly unexpected that urban hip-
hop could be successfully mixed with the 
classical genre, but  Baptiste and Sylvester—
both black men—have successfully pulled it 
off since they united in high school. 
 The two have seen success that included 
a performance at former president Barack 
Obama’s inaugural ball in 2013 following 
the release of 2012’s Classically Trained. 
Black Violin’s major label debut came in 
the form of 2015’s Stereotypes, released by 
Universal Music Classics. Now the duo is 
producing its next album and finishing a fall 
tour. Black Violin will play at City Winery 
Chicago, 1200 W. Randolph St., Nov. 12. 
The Chronicle spoke with Baptiste about 
the duo’s upcoming album, challenging ste-
reotypes and being role models.
THE CHRONICLE: Do you have any 
preliminary concepts or ideas yet for 
your upcoming album? 
WIL BAPTISTE: We definitely have some 
concepts. I think we’re probably 40, 45 per-
cent there. The more we’re in the studio, the 
more we can have more time and material. 
Right now, we’re not in the baking process; 
we’re still in prepping. 
Is there anything different from what 
you’ve done before in the material 
that’s written? 
We’re true to who we are and what we do: 
hard-hitting beats with beautiful strings 
on top. That’s the core of who we are. We’re 
always experimenting on different vibes. We 
may have a few songs on there that have an 
African [or] Caribbean type vibe to them, 
which we haven’t necessarily experimented 
a lot on. It’s all about if it feels right. 
Why do you guys make it a point to be 
positive, stereotype-breaking role mod-
els for kids? 
It really is who we are. We’re walking bill-
boards in terms of breaking stereotypes. 
We don’t look like a typical violinist and the 
way that we approach it—[being] classically 
trained—it’s very different from the norm. We 
don’t shy from being role models. We have 
kids that genuinely look up to us. They follow 
our very steps and our moves. When we have 
the kids’ attention for that hour, we try to 
plant some seeds. 
Honestly, the music does all the work, but 
we try to talk to them. It’s not necessarily 
about the violins [or] music. It’s about tak-
ing your passion and thinking about it in 
a different way. We took something that’s 
been around for 400 years, and we’re finding 
different ways to approach it. We encourage 
the kids to do the same. We encourage unity. 
We encourage [people] to be who [they] 
are. We don’t need another Wil Baptiste 
or Black Violin. We need more Susans 
and Deshauns and whoever—whatever 
your name is. We need a fresh look, a 
fresh generation that’s all about love and 
inclusivity. This is how we do it.
Visit ColumbiaChronicle.com for the 
full Q&A.
» JONATHON SADOWSKI 
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“She Thinks My Tractor’s Sexy” Kenny Chesney
“Dropkick Me, Jesus” Bobby Bare
“All My Ex’s Live in Texas” George Strait
“Nashville Rash” Dale Watson
“Refried Dreams” Tim McGraw
“Sweet Virginia” Rolling Stones
“Truckin’” Grateful Dead
“I Got a Car” George Strait
“Are You Lonesome Tonight?” Elvis Presley
“I’ve Got a Woman” Ray Charles
“Life is a Highway” Rascal Flatts
“Born in the U.S.A.” Bruce Springsteen
“Sweet Home Alabama” Lynyrd Skynyrd
“Big Green Tractor” Jason Aldean
“Spirit in the Sky” Norman Greenbaum
“Tennessee Whiskey” Chris Stapleton
“Hello Darlin’” Conway Twitty
“You’ll Never Leave Harlan Alive” Darrell Scott
“Old Man” Neil Young
“Wish It Was True” The White Buffalo
“Jolene” Dolly Parton
“Follow Your Arrow” Kacey Musgraves
“Landslide” Dixie Chicks
“Burning House” Cam
“This Kiss” Faith Hill
Black Violin mixes hip-hop and classical to 
create a unique sound that has garnered 
the duo musical success.
audiofi le
NOW PLAYING Lost in a cornfield
Country tracks that make you feel like your baby left you and took your truck.  Listen to all the tracks at http://open.spotify.com/user/thecolumbiachronicle
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“No Quarter”: 
My favorite Zep song ever, “No Quarter,” 
starts off with eerie keyboards from John 
Paul Jones. With Jones leading the way, 
Robert Plant’s powerful vocals come 
in lightly and eventually lead the song 
into a much heavier tone that adds to its 
mystery. This song stands out with its 
peculiarity, placing it at number one. 
“Going to California”: 
I used to pretend the lyrics “with love in 
her eyes and flowers in her hair” were 
about me, and I’m still sad they aren’t. It’s 
a beautiful song with a twist of melan-
choly that makes me want to be a sad 
California girl. 
“Since I’ve Been Loving You”: 
Zep’s influence stems from old blues 
artists, and “Since I’ve Been Loving You” 
is one of the bluesiest tunes they have 
crafted. The song’s tone creates a longing 
for discovering whom the song is about. 
Included is the one and only Jimmy 
Page’s amazing guitar work that guides 
the entire 7-minute song. 
“Everybody Makes it Through (In the 
Light)”: 
In this often forgotten jam, the combina-
tion of guitar and vocals makes a catchy 
rhythm that reminds us why Led Zeppe-
lin is the best band of all time.
“Achilles Last Stand”: 
John Bonham. Need I say more? The 
drumming contributions by Bonzo 
generate a powerful, warrior-like song 
that could lead you into battle. The drums 
show his talent and Led Zeppelin’s mu-
sical mastery as a whole, automatically 
wrapping up my top five. 
» OLIVIA DELOIAN
CAMPUS REPORTER
Coding:
I got my coding experience off the ground 
a bit with HTML and touched on Javas-
cript, but after I filled about half a note-
book with an incomprehensible array of 
carets, hyphens, numbers and letters, I 
called it quits and stuck to Wordpress.
Ceramics:
There was a wonderful ceramics teach-
er at my high school who piqued my 
interested in the craft. She would always 
travel to France and bring back the most 
ornate pottery I have ever seen, which 
no doubt led to my momentary desire to 
become a master potter, but it slipped 
away from me.
Longboard sliding:
Longboard sliding is when you kick out 
your back two wheels and essentially 
drift along the road. I had it down pat for 
a while and could still probably manage 
it, but a fall chipped bones in my shoulder 
and made me wary of the activity.
Living on the good nature of others:
I once had a plan to nomadically travel and 
survive on sustenance from kind strang-
ers. I researched a plethora of hostels, 
best countries to be homeless in, ways to 
live off the land and read way too much of 
Henry David Thoreau’s “Walden.” 
Plant identification:
The interest is still there, just on a 
temporary hiatus. I spent a summer 
frequenting a local state park to take 
notes and tuck leaves into the pages of 
my 8th edition “Forest Trees of Illinois” 
book. I haven’t forgotten much. Ask me 
what a sugar maple looks like, and I could 
definitely let you know.
» TESSA BRUBAKER 
CAMPUS REPORTER
Food overload:
Of course, this would be at the top of my 
list. Going home for Thanksgiving means 
stuffing yourself with comfort food all 
weekend long. My personal favorites 
include buttery mashed potatoes, turkey 
and stuffing. 
A break from classes:
I’m sure the majority of college students 
are excited about this. While it’s not a 
very long break, it’s just long enough to 
recharge and finish the semester strong. 
I know I plan to spend much of my break 
catching up on sleep. 
Family time:
For those of you who are going home for 
Thanksgiving, you will get to spend some 
time catching up with family members. 
Whether you’re having a big family 
dinner or just spending some quiet time 
at home, it’s always nice to carve out time 
with the people who mean the most. 
The Macy’s Day Parade:
I love watching the Macy’s Day Parade. 
It’s an annual ritual for me—even when 
my siblings complained and wanted to 
watch football. I enjoy watching all the 
dancers and everyone gearing up for the 
Christmas season. Of course, the shots of 
New York City are beautiful, too.
Christmas season begins:
Most importantly, the start of the Christ-
mas season happens after Thanksgiving. 
While the Christmas season starts Nov. 
1 in my eyes, I understand that many 
people don’t feel this way. So no one can 
get mad at me for blasting Mariah Carey’s 
“All I Want for Christmas is You” once 
Thanksgiving ends.
» CONNOR CARYNSKI
CAMPUS EDITOR
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Stephen Curry, point guard for defending NBA Finals champion Golden State Warriors, did what 
he does best in their Oct. 21 game: 
sweet jump shots and a tendency to 
land multiple three pointers. But he’s 
gaining a reputation for something not 
as admirable. 
After not getting a foul called against 
the opposing team when he went for a 
fourth-quarter shot, Curry took out his 
mouthguard and whipped it at the near-
est referee. He was ejected for the rest 
of the game—only 43 seconds left—and 
was fined $50,000.
This was not the first temper tantrum 
Curry has thrown. In game six of the 
2016 NBA Finals against the Cleveland 
Cavaliers, he threw his mouthguard in 
frustration after fouling out in a game 
and the Warriors ending up losing. An 
innocent Cleveland fan with sideline 
seats was pelted with the anger and 
saliva-filled mouthguard. 
For someone who has multiple spon-
sorships and will make $201 million 
over the next five years just from his 
team contract, $50,000 may be chump 
change to him and not prove a point. He 
obviously did not learn his lesson the 
first time from the fine. 
If he served even just a one-game 
suspension, Curry and the team 
would understand how serious his 
actions have been by having to per-
form without him.
Not only does Curry—a two-time 
NBA champion and MVP—have to 
behave like a normal player, but the 
league must hold him accountable for 
his actions.
» JACKIE MURRAY
METRO EDITOR
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SCALE 
Although I’ve been a Migos music fan 
in the past, “MotorSport,” released Oct. 
27,  doesn’t sit well with me. The song 
improves when Cardi B comes in for her 
verse at the two minute mark and then 
with Nicki’s verse at three minutes. But 
without the featured artists “MotorSport” 
is nothing more than five minutes of 
mumbled rap with a rhythm and beat 
extremely similar to Future’s “Mask 
Off”and every rap song released recently.
The “Call Me by Your Name” soundtrack, 
released Nov. 3, is as beautiful as the 
movie. With two original songs from 
Illinois-native Sufjan Stevens and a remix 
of one of his most popular songs, “Futile 
Devices,” this soundtrack is perfect to 
listen to as winter approaches. Not only 
are there sad ballads for staring longingly 
out the window, but it also throws you 
back into the ‘80s with The Psychedelic 
Furs’ “Love My Way,” which is the perfect 
fun song for a commute home.
Thanks to midterms, I’ve only been able 
to successfully binge on three episodes 
since “Stranger Things 2” premiered Oct. 
27, but even this first taste has sent me 
on an addictive, spooky journey. With 
the characters’ backgrounds established, 
there’s a chance to dive deeper into this 
world. Plots have begun to thicken, new 
questions have arisen and my horror-sen-
sitive self feels tense in the best way at the 
end of every scene.  
Linkin Park finally returned to the stage 
Oct. 27 to honor and remember their late 
lead singer and friend Chester Bennington, 
who died by suicide in July. A multitude of 
guests made appearances throughout the 
night including Alanis Morissette, Blink-
182, System of a Down and many others. 
The 3-hour concert was streamed live on 
YouTube, so fans all over the world could 
sing, laugh, cry and have fun with them—
as if they were actually in the audience. I 
certainly felt all of these emotions, too. 
Brooke Amelia, whose father worked 
as an Apple engineer, recorded a video 
of the brand new iPhone X that hadn’t 
been released yet, and the video went 
viral, causing her father to lose his job. 
Apple was furious to find the video was 
recorded on its campus, which could show 
some hidden content and QR codes that 
millions of people can see. I hope Amelia’s 
father finds another great job, and I hope 
his daughter learns from this mistake. 
Instagram released a new feature for 
Instagram Stories that slowly zooms in 
on an object while making a dramatic 
cinematic sound like “Duh, duh duh 
duhhhhh!” Depending on how you use the 
feature, it has produced some pretty hilar-
ious videos that have gone viral. However, 
when people use it several times in a row 
for comedic effect, the sound starts to 
become extremely annoying. Snapchat 
needs to step up its game to compete with 
all the filters on Instagram Stories. 
Whether a journal is hard cover or soft, 
contains lined or blank pages, or if you 
write with a pen or pencil, writing in a 
journal is the best. There is nothing like 
the feeling of the pages on your fingers 
and the endless possibilities they contain. 
Whether you like writing poetry or just 
want to sketch out your feelings, a journal 
is perfect for you. If  you’re feeling adven-
turous, search “bullet journaling” on 
YouTube. You won’t be disappointed.
Cute tights with skirts, flannels over 
T-shirts? Awesome, at least in concept. 
However,  in actuality, you walk out of 
your apartment already sweating from 
the exertion of putting on 18 articles of 
clothing, and then you keep sweating all 
day because guess what? The heat has 
been turned on in every building, but you 
can’t afford to spend five minutes undoing 
the buttons on your three sets of sleeves. 
This isn’t even hitting on how much lon-
ger it takes to use the bathroom.
MUSIC VIDEO
VIDEO
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VIRAL
RANDOM
RANDOMMUSIC
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THINGS 2’ RELEASE
LINKIN PARK
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CHECK         OUTme WHAT ARE YOU  DRESSED UP AS & WHY?
Mary Kate Smith
freshman American Sign 
Language-English  
interpretation major
“I’m dressed up as Dust from 
“Dust: An Elysian Tail”; it’s a vid-
eo game that I really like. I do lots 
of cosplay, so Halloween is a good 
excuse to pull one out.”
 “I’m Morticia [Addams, from Addams 
family] because I’ve always liked the gothic 
style.”
Ari Zimberoff 
freshman theatre major
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“I’m a clown. I work at 13th 
Floor Haunted House  
Chicago, so I usually have 
clown makeup.”
Heather Lauritzen
freshman theatre major
arts & culture
arts & culture
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PIZZA....FOOTLONG SUBS.....SALADS
THIN CRUST 3.99 EA.
• cheese 
• Italian sausage
• pepperoni
• art’s special: Italian sausage, mushroom, 
green pepper, onion
312-877-5497
727 S. State Street • Chicago, IL 60605
www.ARTOFPIZZAONSTATE.COM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11 AM!
Orders Taken As Early As 9:30 am• Last Order Taken 30 Minutes Before Closing
PAN CRUST 4.49 EA.
• cheese 
• Italian sausage
• pepperoni
• art’s special: Italian sausage, mushroom, 
green pepper, onion
STUFFED CRUST  4.99 EA.
• cheese 
• Italian sausage
• pepperoni
• Italian sausage & pepperoni
• meaty: bacon ground beef, 
Italian sausage, pepperoni, 
roast beef
• spinach, mushroom, & onion
• spinach, mushroom
• art’s special: Italian sausage,
mushroom, green pepper,
onion
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Heightened security does 
not ensure airport safety
EDITORIAL
No resource is untouched 
by economic inequality
Economic and racial inequality in Chicago damage all aspects of life for those it touches, an 
investigation released Oct. 25 reveals.
The Chicago Tribune published its 
investigation of water rates, showing that 
predominantly black and low-income com-
munities pay more than wealthier, whiter 
communities for Lake Michigan water. 
Poor infrastructure and lack of account-
ability from public officials contribute to 
these disparities, according to the report. 
Chicago is no stranger to disturbing 
economic and racial inequality and 
its lasting effects. The city is still one 
of the most segregated cities in the 
country, a divide that stems from a 
Airports in more than 100 countries will be affected by new Depart-ment of Homeland Security 
regulations on all U.S.-bound flights. 
 New rules went into effect Oct. 26  
in an attempts to enhance security 
in airports, including more extensive 
inspections of carry-on bags and 
personal electronics, more bomb-
sniffing dogs in airports and security 
interviews of passengers by airline 
employees. The regulations apply to 
both U.S. citizens and foreign travelers.
DHS announced the new rules 
June 28 but did not provide details 
on whether heightened security 
risks motivated the changes. As of 
press time, it is still unclear what 
spurred the security updates. 
If airports and airlines do not comply 
with the new rules put in place, they could 
face a total ban on personal electronics 
for passengers, fines and for airlines loss 
of permission to fly in the U.S., according 
to a June 28 Washington Post article 
published after the DHS announcement.
history of systemic discrimination 
including infamous “redlining.”
Redlining was a discriminatory housing 
practice dating back to the 1930s that 
prohibited integration by denying black 
residents home loans, which blocked 
investment in black neighborhoods. The 
practice’s powerful effects are still felt 
today. Although the 1968 Fair Housing Act 
made housing discrimination like redlining 
illegal, economists at the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Chicago have found that racial 
segregation, disparities in homeownership 
and credit scores are the lasting effects 
communities still face due to the practice. 
The city’s use of tax incremental financ-
ing funds is another way the city disregards 
In post-9/11 America, security has 
been the focus, and constant rethinking 
of how all security measures need to be 
improved is the new normal. Americans 
live in a cycle of domestic attacks 
followed by scrambling to make sure the 
same violence doesn’t happen again. 
With this cycle of violence and 
attempts at prevention, it’s vital to 
question what must be sacrificed to 
improve security, and whether those 
sacrifices really make us safer.
Since the new rules were announced 
in June, carriers like Delta have 
advised passengers to arrive at 
least three hours before flights to 
account for longer security lines. 
Maybe arriving at the 
airport earlier than usual is a 
small price to pay for security. 
However, those long lines in 
airports present a new safety 
risk officials have to tackle. On 
March 22, 2016, explosions at 
the check-in line at an airport in 
Brussels killed more than 30 people.
the needs of struggling neighborhoods. TIF 
money is taken from residents’ property 
taxes and is supposed to be used for eco-
nomic development in the city’s struggling 
areas. However, TIF money is often used in 
matters for which such funding is less than 
necessary. A July 21 investigation by the 
Better Government Association and Crain’s 
Chicago Business found $55 million in TIF 
funds was used for renovations to Navy Pier.
This is not just an issue for neighborhood 
activists; the entire city must push for progress 
to make resources accessible. 
In 2005, 21.3 percent of Chicagoans 
lived in poverty, according to the Illinois 
Poverty Summit’s 2007 report. Eleven 
years later, the poverty rate stubbornly 
continues to affect people’s lives—hover-
ing at a rate of 22.3 percent, according to 
July 2016 U.S. Census data. With a long 
list of resources to which low-income 
communities are denied equal access in 
the city, including public transportation, 
The rule allowing more short 
interviews—which may include 
passengers being asked where they are 
traveling from and what luggage they 
are carrying with them—is in place for 
airport and airline employees to identify 
suspicious individuals. If someone’s 
answers raise doubts about safety, 
or if someone seems nervous while 
answering questions, their behavior 
might indicate something more insidious.
After 9/11, egregious racist and 
Islamophobic displays have been excused 
in the name of preventing terrorism. 
Despite off icia ls’ assurances that 
Chicago has failed to significantly improve 
the state of disadvantaged communities.
Because of Chicago’s extreme seg-
regation by race and class, residents in 
wealthy neighborhoods are insulated 
from the realities of life thousands of 
people in Englewood or Austin and other 
poor communities experience. To combat 
such disparity in Chicago, residents in 
higher-income neighborhoods must be 
aware of the obstacles their neighbors face 
on a daily basis and engage in programs 
to help those in these communities.
While charitable initiatives are admira-
ble, substantial change will not come until 
local officials stand up for disenfranchised 
communities, but the whole city has a 
responsibility to seek ways to equalize 
access to resources. Those with the priv-
ilege of living in more affluent areas have 
the power to influence such a movement.
When confronting disparity, solidarity 
that crosses class lines is vital.
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EDITORIAL
employees are trained to look for abnormal 
behavior and not base any suspicions on 
race or religion, this could lead to increased 
racial profiling in airports. 
The new security measures for airports 
are being touted as a means to prevent 
domestic terrorism, but the federal 
government has refused to act on glaring 
gaps in security and safety. In June 2016, 
the Senate had an opportunity to ensure 
safety amid threats of domestic terrorism. 
An amendment proposed in the Senate 
would have prohibited the sale of guns to 
terrorism suspects, but it failed to pass.
Heightened security in airports 
cannot be looked at as a quick fix 
for terrorism, and Americans 
should not be expected to 
accept such measures 
without questioning 
their implications. It 
is time to think of 
how to break the 
counterproductive 
cycle national 
security has 
turned into before 
the next round of 
security measures 
are introduced. Then, 
we may actually be safe.
» PATRICK CASEY/CHRONICLE
In an Oct. 17 poll by ABC News and The 
Washington Post, of the 242 participating 
women who have experienced unwanted 
sexual advances in the workplace, eight in 
10 say it rose to sexual harassment—which 
converts to about  33 million U.S. women 
being sexually harassed. The emotions 
associated with harassment include 
83 percent who feel angry, 64 percent 
intimidated, 52 percent humiliated and 31     
percent ashamed. 
According to the Rape, Abuse & Incest 
National Network, effects of sexual vio-
lence include depression, flashbacks and 
post-traumatic stress disorder. Sexual 
harassment victims of any form nation-
wide can struggle with these problems, 
whether or not someone else thinks 
a case is not severe enough to qualify                           
as sexual harassment. 
 Weinstein’s offers to boost a woman’s 
career in exchange for sexual favors was 
harassment, and the physical contact 
he initiated was assault and, in some 
instances, a sex crime. Yet for years, 
Hollywood rationalized his actions as 
consensual and non-coercive.
Raising awareness of what sexual 
harassment and assault mean and how 
they can affect people is only a fraction 
of what we can do to help people who 
are facing these encounters. 
The amount of strength it already 
takes women to keep their heads up 
and do the same jobs as their male 
counterparts is immeasurable. And 
for the women who have gone through 
the trauma of sexual assault in the 
workplace, there are no words that can 
describe their courage and resilience.
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Ever since the New York Times broke the story of the sexual assault allegations against Harvey 
Weinstein, it’s as if the door to Hell has 
been propped open, and all the secrets are 
finally spilling out. The Oct. 5 article has 
seemingly, and thankfully, granted many 
the courage to step forward with their sto-
ries, whether or not they’re famous. 
Even Fidelity Investments, whose CEO 
and president of Personal Investing are 
women, has been exposed as a cesspool of 
sexist bullying and harassment, according 
to an Oct. 24 Washington Post article. 
Also, Michael Oreskes left his position as 
chief of News for National Public Radio 
Nov. 1 after two women came forward and 
claimed Oreskes—then the Washington 
bureau chief of the New York Times—
kissed them in the middle of interviews in 
the 1990s, and another allegation from a 
woman followed.  
But we must remember that Weinstein, 
Oreskes or even the male employees at 
Fidelity Investments were not the first 
men to make unwanted sexual advances 
on working women or men, including 
Anthony Rapp, who alleged that actor 
Kevin Spacey attempted to sexually 
assault him when he was 14 years old. 
Even the most vile stories that have come 
out in the last month are only a small frac-
tion of a larger number of people who are 
sexually harassed and assaulted and left 
with lasting emotional scars. 
Sexual harassment can include unwel-
come sexual advances, requests for sexual 
favors, and other verbal or physical con-
duct of a sexual nature when the conduct 
explicitly or implicitly affects an individu-
al’s employment, unreasonably interferes 
with an individual’s work performance 
or creates a hostile work environment, 
according to Title VII of the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act. 
It’s important that women who have 
faced this trauma are finally able to have 
the platform and remedies they deserve, 
but it’s also a stark reminder of how big the 
problem has been and continues to be. 
Sexual assault in the 
workplace is an epidemic
»  BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT 
DIGITAL MANAGING EDITOR
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AN OIL SPILL caused by an unknown source 
has occurred in Chicago’s Bubbly Creek—
the southern fork of the Chicago River’s 
south branch—but the spill should have 
been be expected for the Great Lakes area, 
according to local experts.
The 1.5 mile oil spill in Bubbly Creek was 
first spotted in Bridgeport Oct. 26, and the 
source of the spill is still unknown, accord-
ing to Environmental Protection Agency 
investigators. An Oct. 30 update by the 
EPA’s website, said four turtles, one Canada 
goose, one seagull and 43 fish were killed 
in the spill. Also, 90 percent of cleanup is 
done and the rest should be completed in 
the second week of November.
Some reports indicate the spill happened 
as early as Oct. 23, but residents hesitated 
to alert the EPA until a few days later, 
according to Margaret Frisbie, executive 
director of Friends of the River—the only 
organization dedicated solely to preserva-
tion of the Chicago River. The EPA would 
have an easier time diagnosing the origin 
of the spill if it had been reported earlier, 
she added. 
 “It’s a tragedy to have something like 
that happen when we’ve made so much 
progress cleaning up the river,” Frisbie 
said. “It endangers wildlife, and it could 
harm people.” 
Oil spills have lasting impacts on marine 
life by damaging their insulating abilities, 
according to the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 
“Right now, birds are in the process of 
migrating ... that’s going to be the most seri-
ous impact, [rather than] any general impact 
on general water quality,” said John Sloan, a 
watershed scientist at National Great Rivers 
Research and Education Center. 
 Oil spills occur more frequently than 
people think, and it is only a matter of time 
until another happens, Sloan said. There 
are preventative measures, but equipment 
malfunctions, tools fail and human error is 
always a possibility, he added. 
“As long as we rely on fossil fuels for our 
primary energy source, [oil spills will] con-
tinue to happen,” Sloan said. 
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration responded to seven oil 
spills in the Great Lakes area in 2014 alone, 
including a major Lake Michigan oil spill in 
2014. In 2010, 250,000 gallons of oil leaked 
underneath a warehouse in Romeoville, 
Illinois, for four days. 
Historically, Bubbly Creek has had prob-
lems with dumping and water pollution 
caused by a nearby stockyard and slaughter 
house, according to Frisbie. However, most 
of that is legacy pollution—pollution based 
on past events—the creek is not as polluted 
now, she added. 
 The Chicago River could be a tremen-
dous asset for all of Chicagoland, like Lake 
Michigan is, said Robert Hirschfeld, 
water policy specialist with Prairie 
Rivers Network, a waterway advocacy 
group in Illinois. 
 “Great progress has been made 
because the work and dedication of 
many people over the past 30 to 40 
years in cleaning up the Chicago River,” 
Hirschfeld said. “There’s no reason to 
allow the river [and Bubbly Creek] to 
be polluted or dirty.” 
» BLAISE MESA 
METRO REPORTER
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Bubbly Creek oil spill 
not anything new
Bubbly Creek, part of the South Fork of the Chicago River, had been victim to pollution in the past. 
However, recent efforts to clean up the river could be threatened by a recent oil spill. 
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A Native-American professor at the University of North Dakota resigned after his multiple lecture 
series proposals about the controversial 
Dakota Access pipeline were shot down, 
stripping away exceptional educational 
opportunities for students.
In an Oct. 26 Facebook post, journalism 
professor Mark Trahant explained that he 
was asked by the university to coordinate 
a journalism lecture series for the 2016–
2017 academic year. The proposal would 
have included journalists who covered the 
pipeline protests, but the university placed 
it on hold. 
This academic year, he proposed a tech-
nology and society conference, which would 
lead into a conversation about the Standing 
Rock Sioux, the pipeline and social media’s 
role in the story. The university rejected 
that topic because senior administrators 
feared the state legislature might retaliate, 
according to Trahant’s post.
The university released a statement Oct. 
27 saying the decision wasn’t influenced by 
fear of backlash from the state legislature, 
and announced it will hold an event to 
discuss the pipeline and news coverage of 
the protests about its environmental and 
social hazards, according to an Oct. 30 
Washington Post article.
Regardless of one’s opinion on the Dakota 
Access pipeline’s construction, the protests 
or the news coverage, an open dialogue 
about the complex dilemma in a college 
classroom could generate a thoughtful 
discussion and encourage students to think 
critically. Unfortunately, for reasons we 
can only speculate, the University of North 
Dakota failed its duty to provide its students 
with this superb educational exercise.
The pipeline was built by Dallas-based 
Energy Transfer Partners and transports 
hundreds of thousands of crude oil barrels 
daily from North Dakota to Illinois. The 
nearly $4 billion project triggered anger 
and outcry from environmental groups and 
Native Americans, primarily the Standing 
Rock Sioux. The pipeline travels under-
neath the Missouri River in North Dakota, 
the tribe’s primary drinking water source, 
North Dakota journalism 
students are missing out
which caused fear that the oil could spill 
and contaminate their vital resource.
After months of legal battles and pro-
tests, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
granted the company the right to build the 
Dakota Access pipeline under the Missouri 
River at Lake Oahe, north of the Standing 
Rock Sioux Reservation.
Stories like this will be surrounded with 
polarizing news coverage, with conserva-
tive commentators siding with the job-cre-
ating project and liberal-leaning editorial 
boards calling for a halt of the environmen-
tally dangerous venture. Students could 
have watched and read those news outlets’ 
reports and analyzed how those organiza-
tions handled the various nuances.
In journalism classes—the good ones 
at least—we discuss current events and 
surgically pick apart the news coverage’s 
strengths and weaknesses. Professors ask 
their students whether the story is bal-
anced, fair and, most importantly, objec-
tive. They’ll ask whether reporters rightly 
served their audiences by giving a voice 
to each side, providing proper context and 
holding those in power accountable.
The professor will then encourage and 
push for those young minds to find 
the missing angles that major news 
outlets ignored.
A story like the Dakota Access pipe-
line is perfect for journalism students 
to probe, testing their developing skills 
and pushing them to take that extra 
step forward.
Trahant’s departure is more than 
commendable because the university’s 
actions are a disservice to future jour-
nalists and threaten this vital industry.
»  ERIC BRADACH 
MANAGING EDITOR
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JON IRABAGON RESIDENCY CONCERTS
Directed by Scott Hall
With Special Guests:
 
 
ChicagoVox, Directed by Martez L. Rucker
 
 
  
 
 
 
Jazz Showcase
806 S. Plymouth Ct.
$20 General Admission
$5 Students with ID
For tickets, call 312-369-8330
or visit JazzShowcase.com
November 16-18, 8 and 10 p.m.
November 19, 4 and 8 p.m.
  
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT AT COLUMBIA COLLEGE CHICAGO PRESENTS:
UNCOMFORTABLE HANDSHAKES THAT 
linger too long, arms around the 
shoulder that drift while posing 
for photos and comments about 
her distracting looks are just a few 
acts of sexual harassment experi-
enced during her 2016 campaign, 
Cook County State’s Attorney 
Kim Foxx told The Chronicle. 
 Foxx is among hundreds of 
women in Illinois politics who 
signed an Oct. 23 open letter to 
the Illinois state legislature titled 
“Say No More.” The letter has 
raised awareness of the harass-
ment endured by elected officials, 
lobbyists, consultants and others 
» SAVANNAH EADENS 
METRO REPORTER
metro
in politics and has inspired some 
state lawmakers to draft two bills 
requiring more sexual harassment 
training for state employees. 
 It started Oct. 18 when a group 
of women in Illinois politics were 
emailed an article from the Los 
Angeles Times containing an open 
letter from female politicians and 
lobbyists about how sexual harass-
ment was pervasive in California 
politics and needed to stop, said 
Kate Le Furgy, chief external rela-
tions officer for City Clerk Anna 
Valencia. Le Furgy and Valencia 
were instrumental in writing the 
letter and starting the Facebook 
page “Illinois Say No More,” a 
group launched Oct. 22 to address 
misogyny in Illinois politics. 
“For us, this is more about an 
institutional and cultural change,” 
Le Furgy said. “As a professional 
woman, [sexual harassment] is 
unfortunately something we have 
all experienced.” 
An amendment to previous leg-
islation to require yearly sexual 
harassment training for lobbyists, 
staff and legislators was advanced 
by Illinois House Speaker Mike 
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An Oct. 23 open letter to the Illinois Senate and House of Representatives stated 
misogyny is alive and well in Springfield. 
» GETTY IMAGES
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Politicians say ‘no more’ to sexual 
harassment in state Capitol
Madigan Oct. 26. State Sen. Daniel 
Biss, D-Skokie, also introduced a 
senate bill with similar require-
ments. An Illinois House joint res-
olution from the same day mirrors 
the open letter, acknowledging 
some male legislators, lobbyists 
and staffers inappropriately used 
their influence when interacting 
with female co-workers. 
State Rep. Emanuel Chris 
Welch, D-Westchester, is one of 
the people who signed the “Say No 
More” letter. Although he said he 
has never personally witnessed 
sexual harassment in the Illinois 
capitol, he knows it happens. 
“When I got the letter from one 
of the original signers, I responded 
saying that I am not a woman, but 
I have a mother, wife and daugh-
ter, and I want to speak up and be 
heard,” Welch said. 
Currently, Illinois legislatures 
are required to adopt personnel 
policies outlining sexual harass-
ment education and policies within 
their respected offices, Welch said. 
“When allegations are made, 
they should be taken seriously 
and treated properly,” Welch said. 
“[Madigan’s legislation] takes it a 
step further, and requires report-
ing [sexual harassment] to the 
inspector general.”
Increased attention to sexual 
harassment in Springfield comes 
after public sexual assault alle-
gations against several powerful 
and influential individuals, includ-
ing Hollywood producer Harvey 
Weinstein. 
Legislative activist Denise 
Rotheimer spoke up and testified 
Oct. 31 in front of a senate panel 
that State Sen. Ira Silverstein, 
D-Chicago, made inappropriate 
comments to her while the two 
worked together on legislation. 
Silverstein resigned Nov. 1 from 
the Senate Democratic Leadership 
team after the accusation.
Le Furgy said the social 
media #MeToo movement has 
given women greater security.
“By speaking up and out, 
we’ve realized not only we are 
not alone but it is not just one 
person’s fault,” Le Furgy said.
Visit ColumbiaChronicle.
com for additional reporting.
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FAFSA AVAILABLE OCTOBER 1
EARLY, EASY, AND ACCURATE
HERE'S EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT
COMPLETING YOUR FAFSA
Submit your 2018-19 FAFSA
as early as October 1, 2017
You’ll use 2016 income and
tax information, imported
directly from the IRS when you
complete the FAFSA online
SNAP A PIC OF THE BOX BELOW SO YOU
HAVE THE INFO AT YOUR FINGERTIPS!
APPLY FOR 2018-19 FINANCIAL AID
GO TO FAFSA.GOV TO COMPLETE YOUR FINANCIAL PLAN
YOU’LL BE ABLE TO SUBMIT YOUR FAFSA® EARLIER. YOU’LL USE 2016 INCOME AND TAX INFORMATION.
You can file your 2018-19 FAFSA as early as
October 1, 2017.
The earlier you fill out the FAFSA, the earlier
you’ll have an indication of how much your
family is expected to contribute, which will help
with budgeting for the upcoming school year.
Remember: On the 2018-19 FAFSA, you—and
your parent(s), as appropriate—will use already-
filed 2016 income and tax information, rather
than your 2017 income and tax information.
That's good news because you won’t have to wait
until you file your 2017 taxes—and, because you’ll
already have done your taxes when you fill out
your FAFSA, you may be able to automatically
import your tax information using the IRS Data
Retrieval tool.
Study: Majority of Chicago guns 
trafficked from out of state
WITH CHICAGO STRUGGLING to solve 
its gun violence problem, a recent 
report shows the majority of guns 
used in crimes have been illegally 
trafficked from outside city limits.
Released Oct. 29, the 2017 Gun 
Trace Report—a collaboration 
among the city, Chicago Police 
Department and the University 
of Chicago Crime Lab—analyzed 
firearm trace data in the city from 
the past four years. The report 
shows CPD has confiscated nearly 
7,000 crime guns—illegally pos-
sessed firearms used or suspected 
to have been used in a crime—
since 2013. 
Although 40 percent of the guns 
were traced back to suburban 
Illinois shops, 60 percent came 
from surrounding states with 
looser gun regulations. 
» JACKIE MURRAY
METRO EDITOR
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“We have data showing [Chicago] 
this, showing we have a problem, 
what we should do as a state [and] 
what we can do [to] address that 
problem,” said Colleen Daley, exec-
utive director of the Illinois Council 
Against Handgun Violence. 
Indiana is the primary out-of-
state source for Chicago guns, 
with 21 percent of crime guns 
imported from there, according 
to the report. 
Indiana requires no background 
check for purchasing a firearm 
from a private seller, a gun show 
or on the internet, and the number 
of guns that can be bought at any 
one time is not restricted.
“I can drive to Indiana and load 
up a duffel bag full of guns, where 
there was never a background 
check,” Daley said. “They don’t 
care who I am or what I’m doing; 
they’re just trying to sell a product, 
and I’m buying it.” 
To address illegal gun traffick-
ing in Chicago, Daley’s group is 
promoting  Illinois Senate Bill 
1657, which would create the Gun 
Dealer Licensing Act—making 
it unlawful for someone to sell, 
lease or transfer firearms without 
a license from the Department 
of Financial and Professional 
Regulation. The bill passed in 
the Senate in April and might be 
called for a House vote the week 
of Nov. 6, according to Illinois 
legislative records. 
This would license Illinois gun 
stores and would hold the “bad 
apple” gun dealers accountable, 
Daley said. 
“What we want [is] to make 
sure they have basic security 
measures in place [and] they’re 
keeping accurate records,” Daley 
said. “If we cut off the 40 percent 
of the supply, we’re going to see a 
reduction in gun violence.” 
The report noted that the pas-
sage of the Gun Dealer Licensing 
Act would also provide a critical 
tool to deter straw purchasing—a 
person buying a gun for another 
person—as well as implementing 
anti-theft measures and aid-
ing local law enforcement in 
trafficking investigations. 
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Intersex advocates fight 
hospitals for change
It is unknown how many hos-
pitals in the country continue to 
perform these surgeries, according 
to local experts. 
Pidgeon Pagonis, 31, an intersex 
activist from Pilsen, went to LCH 
as early as 9 months old and had 
three surgeries at ages 1, 4 and 11 to 
assign them a binary gender. They 
will also be taking hormone pills 
for the rest of their life because of 
the surgeries they had as a child. 
“You have a lot of psychological 
damage, [and] you have a lot of 
emotional damage,” Pagonis said. 
Despite LCH’s continued use of 
surgery on intersex people, most 
surgeries are not performed for 
emergency purposes, according 
to the hospital’s website.
According to an Oct. 26 emailed 
statement sent to the Chronicle 
Oct. 30 from LCH, the hospital 
“is dedicated to the development 
of optimal multidisciplinary care 
for intersex individuals and their 
families [and] committed to open 
communication with the intersex 
community and fully respect[s] the 
diversity of opinions that exist in 
affected individuals.” 
DEBATE OVER CONTROVERSIAL 
surgeries performed on intersex 
babies grows as advocates protest 
a local hospital that allows sex 
assignment operations.
 Intersex individuals—1.7 
percent of all newborns in the 
U.S.—are born with sex charac-
teristics that do not correspond 
to the binary definitions of male 
or female bodies, according to the 
U.N. Free & Equal definition—a 
campaign to promote LGBTQ 
rights. These children could be 
subjected—with permission from 
their parents—to surgeries from 
a young age until their early teen 
years in an attempt to get them to 
conform to a binary gender and 
could face a lifetime of hormone 
treatments and additional cos-
metic surgeries.
Protesters stood outside Ann 
& Robert H. Lurie Children’s 
Hospital of Chicago, 225 E. 
Chicago Ave., Oct. 26 demanding 
the hospital change its protocol for 
treating intersex children, which 
includes the option of hormone 
therapy and cosmetic surgeries, 
according to its website. 
“There were many interviews 
done during which intersex peo-
ple detailed the pain and anguish 
they’ve been through due to these 
surgeries,” said Sylvan Fraser, staff 
attorney for interACT Advocates 
for Intersex Youth—an inter-
sex advocacy group in Sudbury, 
Massachusetts. Surgeries on 
intersex patients, like those the 
group has drawn attention to over 
the last few years, have caused 
complications such as sexual 
dysfunction, chronic pain, urinary 
incontinence and post-traumatic 
stress disorder, they added. 
» BLAISE MESA 
METRO REPORTER
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago, 225 E. Chicago Ave., was 
greeted by protesters Oct. 26. Despite pressure from them, the hospital has not 
renounced surgeries on intersex children. 
metro
Despite push for change, some 
professionals in the field won’t 
take action, said Georgiann Davis, 
assistant professor of sociology at 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 
“Doctors don’t want to admit 
they could be wrong and that 
they’ve been wrong in what they’ve 
been doing,” Davis said. “Putting 
an end to [the surgeries] would 
acknowledge that.” 
Multiple medical profession-
als and associations have come 
out to condemn the procedures, 
including the American Medical 
Association and three former 
U.S. surgeon generals. The 
U.N. special rapporteur called 
intersex surgeries on children 
“rarely medically necessary” 
in February 2013, according 
to the U.N. 
Visit ColumbiaChronicle.
com for additional reporting.
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KEEP 
CALM
TRY THE 
LIBRARY 
AND 
student jobs, private study rooms, textbooks, 
 media and equipment, maker lab, meditation space, 
social events, and much more! 
Mon-Th:7:30am - 10 pm 
Friday: 7:30 am - 8 pm 
Saturday:9 am - 5 pm 
Sunday:10 am - 6 pm 
624 S. Michigan Ave. 
library.colum.edu
(312) 369-7900
Auffant said. “The diversity of 
the students is what makes the 
school strong. I believe we were 
chosen because we have a lot of 
characteristics that make for a 
positive implementation of any 
new program.” 
Mather offers 17 AP courses 
and two dual-credit courses. In 
the 2016–2017 school year, 279 
11th and 12th grade students were 
enrolled in an AP course at Mather, 
he noted. 
Auffant said he is interested to 
see how the initiative addresses 
income disparities among stu-
dents, which are not as physically 
evident as race. 
King College Prep, which cur-
rently offers 15 college credit 
courses, is one of the selective 
-enrollment schools chosen for the 
program, Principal David Narain 
said. King’s student body is almost 
100 percent African-American, 
so racial disparities in access to 
college level courses is not an issue, 
he added. 
Narain said that while 100 
percent of King students are 
accepted into a four-year college 
ANNUALLY, ABOUT 650,000 high 
school students nationwide fail to 
receive the education they deserve 
when others their age are doing 
college-level work, said Sasha 
Rabkin, chief programs officer at 
Equal Opportunity Schools. 
Ch ica go P ublic Schools 
announced it will be joining the 
Lead Higher Initiative, a part-
nership with Equal Opportunity 
Schools—a nonprofit that helps 
give high school students of all 
backgrounds access to accelerated 
courses—according to an Oct. 26 
CPS press release.
CPS became involved with the 
initiative after noticing a lower 
level of minority representation 
in college-level classes in district 
schools, the press release stated. 
“In general, white and Asian 
non-low income students tend to 
overpopulate Advanced Placement 
courses across the country,” 
Rabkin said. “While students of 
color and low-income students 
under-populate classes.” 
Six CPS high schools have been 
accepted into the program: Morgan 
Park High School, King College 
Prep and Chicago Agricultural 
High School on the South Side; 
Curie High School on the West 
Side; and Lakeview High School 
and Mather High School on the 
North Side.  
The selected schools are a mix 
of selective-enrollment and neigh-
borhood schools. Principal Peter 
Auffant at Mather High School in 
West Ridge said he was pleased 
that Mather—a neighborhood 
school with almost 1,500 stu-
dents—was chosen. 
“Mather is the most diverse 
high school in all of Chicago—with 
[more than] 60 languages spoken 
and 140 nations represented,” 
» SAVANNAH EADENS 
METRO REPORTER
metro
or university, only about 20 percent 
of the 80 percent of students tak-
ing AP exams  earn a high enough 
score to receive college credit. 
“My conversation with [Equal 
Opportunity Schools] was more 
about avenues to improve our stu-
dent success rates on those [AP] 
exams,” Narain said. 
Each school will work with the 
initiative to analyze its equality 
landscape and define the causes of 
participation gaps. Then, schools 
will develop a strategy to address 
barriers to participation, set 
enrollment goals and recruit stu-
dents who could benefit from AP 
or  International Baccalaureate.
In 2017, more than 43 percent of 
CPS graduates earned one or more 
college or career credentials 
through IB, AP or other pro-
grams, according to the CPS 
press release.  
“Opportunity precedes 
achievement, so our goal is 
to close the opportunity gap 
with the fundamental belief 
that students, when given the 
opportunity, will achieve and 
succeed,” Rabkin said. 
Initiative closes gap in 
CPS college courses 
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